, Page Ll 


server 


The Student Newspaper of Northern Essex Community College, Haverhill and Lawrence, Mass. « Vol. 71, No. 12, March 10, 2010 


NECC goes to Washington CONCernS raised about 
Lawrence campus 
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Junior Leal, Lathon Jones-Downing, Jessica Price, 
Nigel -Mainville, Greg Sheridan, and Chantelle 
Montgomery at the World War Il Memorial during 
Contemporary Affairs club recent trip to 
ee inaon, D.C. For more = trip, see page 16. 
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Recent cuts lead to 
perception of a 
“lesser” campus 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The recent cut in the campus-to- 
campus shuttle service, as well as the 
reduction in bookstore hours and lack 
of a food service vendor on the 
Lawrence campus, led to concerns 
being raised by one college commit- 
tee about Lawrence being perceived 
as the “lesser” of the two campuses at 
NECC. 

Theater Professor Jim Murphy, 
chair of the student affairs commit- 
tee, recemily ‘sent a letter to Sue 
Wolfe, vice president of finance and 
administration, stating he believed 
the reduction in services at the 
Lawrence campus will be interpreted 
as Lawrence being the “lesser” cam- 
pus, which he said was “an unfortu- 
hate message to be sent.” 

These reductions include the 
afternoon and evening shuttle service 
between the Lawrence and Haverhill 
campuses being eliminated for the 
current semester. The Student Affairs 
Committee met with Wolfe regarding 


this issue in December. 

Murphy was prompted to raise 
his most recent concerns to Wolfe 
when he heard the hours of the book- 
store were cut. 

“There was no food service, this 
was also on the heels of the news 
about the bookstore only being 
opened one day a week,” he said. “It 
seems as if all of the fears voiced at 
the Student Affairs Committee meet- 
ing have come into being.” 

The bookstore on the Lawrence 
campus is currently open only on 
Tuesdays for March and April. 
According to Wolfe, at this time last 
year the bookstore was. open two 
days a week. 

Last year, Barnes and Noble sales 
data showed some days selling less 
than $50 a day, almost all that candy 
and soda, according to Wolfe. 

“They made a compelling argu- 
ment (to go to one day a week); it 
didn't make any sense for them to 
remain open with that level of sales,” 
Wolfe said. 

Wolfe explained the situation 
with the food service was unexpected 
when the previous vendor, Mill City 
Gourmet, notified the school at the 
end of last semester they were not 
continuing with their contract. 

“Tt was problematic in they basi- 


cally gave us a week’s notice, and in 
a week they were gone,” she said. 
“Mill City Gourmet had an extended 
contract, our expectation was that 
Mill City would continue to be 
there.” 

Wolfe said the reasons for Mill 
City's departure were similar to the 
reasons for the bookstore cutting 
their hours. 

“We were told there was insuffi- 
cient sales to cover their cost,” Wolfe 
said. 

Mill City Gourmet's sales in 
Lawrence averaged $189 day for the 
month of November 2009, according 
to Wolfe. 

“People are upset that there's no 
food service in Lawrence but that 
(sales) doesn't even cover the labor 
cost of one person,” said Wolfe. “If 
people want food service at the cam- 
pus they need to support to it.” 

Students will soon have the 
chance to support a new food service 
vendor in Lawrence. 

“There's a potential new vendor 
who's very interesting. Hopefully 
they'll be up and running after spring 
break,” Wolfe said. 

As for any solutions for the 
restoring the shuttle service, Wolfe 
has a less optimistic outlook. 


Continued on Page 6 


Student faces challenge with optimism 


NECC student 
doesn t let cancer 
slow him down 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


Cancer is defined as a “fast- 
spreading bad phenomenon: some- 
thing, usually negative, that develops 
or spreads quickly and usually 
destructively” in the Encarta World 
English Dictionary. However, the dic- 
tionary never mentioned that cancer 
could open someone's eyes to a world 
of which they were completely 
unaware. 

NECC history major Seth Dallaire 
started the spring 2009 semester look- 
ing forward to graduating and moving 
onto a four-year university to continue 
his education. 

However, three days into the 
semester, Dallaire was rushed to 
Children's Hospital in Boston. Then 
on Feb. 3, 2009, doctors diagnosed 
Dallaire with peripheral nerve sheath 
sarcoma, a cancer located in the 
abdomen between the bladder and 
bowel. ; 

Dallaire was forced to take a med- 
ical leave from NECC because his 


medical treatments would consume 
most of his time. He had to drop all 
five of his classes and the science lab 
he was enrolled in. 

“If I finished those courses I 
would have graduated in May 
(2009),” Dallaire said. 

Dallaire underwent seven rounds 
of chemotherapy and 25 of radiation 
at Children's Hospital in Boston. 
Dallaire credited the hospital with 
helping him and his parents under- 
stand his situation. 

“T don't think I would have gotten 
the same treatment anywhere else,” 
Dallaire said. “I made a lot of friends 
there but one of them passed away. It 
was pretty tough.” 

Dallaire did a lot of reading and 
watched a lot of TV in the hospital. 
His iPod was truly his escape during 
those difficult times. 

During chemotherapy Dallaire 
tumed towards his mom suddenly and 
blurted out, “I wanna play guitar.” 

“T love listening to and playing 
and immersing myself in the sweet 
sounds of Sum 41 and the Offspring,” 
Dallaire said. “I was also lucky 
enough to travel to Ft. Myers, FL to 
attend spring training with the Red 
Sox in March and to Atlanta in June to 
see a Red Sox game thanks to the 
Jimmy Fund.” 

“Tt was one of the few times dur- 


ing my treatments I felt like a normal 
person,” Dallaire added. 

On July 29, 2009, Dallaire was 
told his body was free from cancer. He 
decided to try to finish his degree at 
NECC and enrolled in classes again. 
Although he already was accepted to 
four-year-schools, Dallaire still was 
not healthy enough to be away from 
home so soon. 

Dallaire started classes again in 
September 2009, excited again at the 
prospect of attaining his degree. 

On Sept. 24, 2009, Dallaire was 
hospitalized again and having two sur- 
geries due to the scar tissue on his 
small intestine that formed due to his 
radiation. Dallaire was released from 
the hospital two months later on Nov. 
24. 

“After looking death in the face, 
and being surrounded by it in the hos- 
pital being diagnosed with cancer 
gave me a whole new outlook on life,” 
Dallaire said. “I've been given a sec- 
ond chance in this world and I'm 
going to live every second of my life 
to the fullest, not to would be crazy.” 

Since being released from the hos- 
pital Dallaire has taken up guitar, 
showing off his skills and volunteer- 
ing his time at a bake sale benefiting 


Haiti on Feb. 17 with others from the ~ 


Community Outreach Group (COG). 
Along with being a member of COG, 


he is a member of SDS and the 
Contemporary Affairs Club. 

“My love of music will keep me at 
it for a long time,” Dallaire said. “I 
enjoy writing poetry and am currently 
working on a book that details all I 
went through over the past year. I love 
watching and playing all types of 
sports and the Olympics have only 
reminded me about how much I love 
curling and really need to try it out 
someday.” 

Since leaving the hospital after his 
surgeries, Dallaire is constantly seeing 
his health improving. 

“T see my health improving by the 
day. I am steadily gaining back all the 
weight that I lost and a lot of the 
friends I met during chemotherapy are 
also doing much better and I couldn't 
be happier, Dallaire said. “Life is 
freakin' great, but without the bad 
times we wouldn't know the differ- 
ence.” 

According to Dallaire, cancer 
molded him into a better person even 
though the last 12 months have been 
the hardest of his life. 

“T rely heavily on my friends for 
support and they are always there for 
me, as is my family. More and more 
though, I'm becoming much more 
independent because I have accepted 
what has happened to me and life just 
makes sense now,” Dallaire said. 


Courtesy photo 
Seth Dallaire and his moth- 


er Gretchen at the American 
Cancer Society Relay for 
Life at NECC in June. 
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A smoking star 


to spring 


The days of warm weather, fresh 
breezes and open windows are upon 
us. With the warmer weather more 
students will congregate outside, 
and like any sure sign of spring- the 
budding flowers, the chirping birds 
and the return of the groundhogs - 
come the return of the smokers. 

Although NECC officially 
became a smoke-free campus last 
semester students have continued to 
smoke on campus. But never has it 
been more noticeable than with the 
return of the warmer weather. 
Perhaps this is because students can 
feel free to stand outside and smoke 
without having to shield themselves 
from the bitter cold. Perhaps it is 


fe ee 


found the places were the smokers 
tend to congregate. Or perhaps it is 
because we can now smell the fresh 
wafts of smoke through our open 
windows. 

Regardless of the reason, it 
brings up an interesting question. 
Should more be done to enforce the 
smoking ban, or should enforcement 
remain lax as it seems to have been? 

The fact is, like it or not, the col- 
lege made it a mule to not allow 
smoking on campus and students 
should be following it. Also, the col- 
lege has to play their part by if 
choosing to not allow students to 
smoke, then now having the respon- 
sibility to enforce their own rule. 
Otherwise the rule means nothing, 
and we will continue to breath in the 


honds POther 
dy FF Cult 


because security guards have not effects of this lawlessness. 
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What are your plans for 
Spring Break? 


Spring 2010 Observer Staff 


Editor-in-Chief: Julie Varney 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
| room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building 
All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


| We prefer submissions via email: 


Seth Dallaire Emerald Wilson Danielle Ryan 
While we attempt to publish alll letters, ae ea Graphic Design fy Illustration 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. ; isiting the college I’m transfer- When is Spring Break? Starting to work because I need 
Ting to. money badly.” 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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We need to realize 
where the products 


we buy come from 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


The dia- 
mond has long 
been the sym- 
bol of how 
much a rela- 
tionship is 
worth and rep- 
resents love. 
However, this 
symbol of hap- 
piness and rich- 
es was one of the central factors of a 
war in Sierra Leona, a country locat- 
ed on Africa's west coast. In Sierra 
Leona and other war-torn countries 
diamonds represents chaos, agony, 
and death. 

The United Nations defines con- 
flict diamonds as “diamonds that 
originate from areas controlled by 
forces or factions opposed to legiti- 
mate and internationally recognized 
governments, and are used to fund 
military action in opposition to fund 
military action, or in contravention of 
the decisions of the Security 
Council.” ; 

Sierra Leona is one of the poorest 
countries in the world, but is coinci- 
dently rich in diamonds. A civil war 
between government forces and the 
rebel group Revolutionary United 
Front ( RUF) broke out in 1991 and ~ 
finally ended in 1999. 

To fund their war against the 
government, the RUF took control of 
the diamonds mines in the east coun- 
try. They forced civilians to work for 
them, then released the diamonds 
into the world market. 

“They committed every war 
crime in the Geneva Convention, 
then invented one of their own,” said 
Greg Campbell, author of “Blood 
Diamonds.” 


R.LP. 


An old rap fan 
mourns a 
dying genre 


By Teppy RITTER 
Correspondent 


From the time I can remem- 
ber, hip-hop was all about being 
original. 

If you copied or duplicated 
someone else's style in public, 
correct me if I'm wrong, but 
that's called biting. 

I'll say it again, biting. 
These were the rules of the 
game you just didn't violate. 
These days when you turn on 
that radio and all that you hear 
is the same beat, same weak 
vocals and that robotic sounding 
hook; you to should have that 
same question in mind. 

As hip-hop grew and 
expanded beyond inner city cul- 
tures, and into suburban areas, 
even other countries and more, 
it evolved for better or worse. 

Hip-hop was only looked at 


ras 


However, the violence goes 
beyond just forcing citizens into 
slave labor to fund the war. The RUF 
terrorized the entire population, rap- 
ing woman and girls, and spreading 
sexually transmitted diseases, includ- 
ing HIV/AIDS. 

In addition to thousand of girls 
being raped, many were taken into 
custody by the RUF then turned into 
their sex slaves. Those forced to be 
sex slaves were beaten, starved, tor- 
tured, and forced to walk long dis- 
tances with back-breakingly heavy 
loads and told if they attempted to 
escape they would be immediately 
killed. 

RUF captured children and adults 
alike and mutilated them, which was 
theit trademark. This often involved 
chopping off both their victims’ 
hands then shoving them into a rice 
bag and bringing them back to their 
commanders. These occurrences 
were widespread and were the strate- 
gy used by the leaders of RUF. 

Former Liberian President 
Charles Taylor was accused of buy- 
ing diamonds in exchange for hands. 
He allegedly ran an eight-year cam- 
paign encouraging rebels to commit 
violence. Taylor was exiled 2003 into 
Nigeria ending the campaign. The 
United Nations court with 17 counts 
charged Taylor with crimes against 
humanity and war crimes. 

Diamonds were frequently traded 
directly for weapons. These dia- 
monds were then transferred to other 
countries, Where the clean and con- 
flict diamonds were mixed with no 
way to tell them apart. These dia- 
monds were shipped all over the 
world, manufactured into jewelry 
and released into the market to be 
sold. 

The diamond manufacturers want 
you to think that during this time less 
than 4 percent of diamonds sold were 
blood diamonds. In reality, 15 per- 
cent of diamonds at this time came 
from war. 

The civil war in Sierra Leoria is 
now over but more than 75 thousand 
people died during it and 50 thousand 
became war torn refuges. Those who 


lood 
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diamonds 


MCT Campus Photo 


This white diamond is 4.68 carats and is the size of a piece of Chiclet gum. 


survived their limbs being amputated 
are living in refuge camps. The 
woman who suffered sexual abuse 
are suffering from extreme cases of 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and 
there is a high rate of single mothers 
with “rebel babies.” 

In the African country Angola, a 
two decade long war rebel forces 
called UNITA funded their war with 
diamonds, and more than 500 thou- 
sand people died as a result. The 
profit the diamonds generated was 
more than $1.5 billion before the 
civil war ended in 2002. 

In July 2000, the Global Witness 
agency pressured the global commu- 
nity to created a policy to eliminate 
conflict diamonds. The system 


hip-ho 


as a "black thing," In the early 
beginnings and was only target- 
ed to blacks. 

Suburban America and other 
countries didn't know what type 
of art form of music this was, 
and by nature, we fear or hate 
what we don't understand, stereo 
typed it. 

But with the lyrical content 
it produced, hip-hop could not 
be ignored. With originality still 
being the core of hip hop, con- 
stantly showing diversity within 
the music, the masses adjusted 
and adapted. 

The good image of hip-hop 
influenced suburban area kids to 
explore new areas of music. 

Now that hip-hop has been 
injected in the masses and is 
now a common selection of 
music, it's originality has been 
diminished. Now, more artists 
are in it for the money and not 
the art form of music itself. 

Today everyone sounds like 
the next guy, or their lyrical 
content is created with no cre- 
ativity, and by being a person 
who prides himself about good 


understanding of hip-hop, it 
hurts me with a passion. 

People like Krs-1 and Slick 
Rick, with brilliance and grace, 
told you stories about how life 
was a struggle and how to keep 
your head up in tough times. 
They opened up the door to hip- 
hop and that door became a 
floodgate for artistic decline. 

Every dollar that is spent on 
these lollipop acts is another 
dollar taken away from the peo- 
ple who really have talent. True 
hip-hop still exists but only in 
the underground where me's 
don't do it for the money, but for 
the love of the music. 

The problem with hip hop is 
its really not about love or 
struggle anymore, it’s about 
record deals, egos, record sales, 
and material wealth. Iam not 
sure there is a remedy for this 
pop/hip-hop mutation. 

My only advice is turn off 
that Jamn 94.5 and pop in your 
old school tapes and let real hip 
hop live on. Real hip-hop is 
dead. Rest in peace. — 


claims in all participating countries 
don't use rough diamonds to finance 
rebel militias. There is practically no 
oversight of these countries and little 
incentive to the participating coun- 
tries. 

Over two-thirds of the world's 
diamonds come from the company 
De Beers. This company stockpiled 
their supply of diamonds during the 
time Sierria Leona the civil war was 
happening there. 

One of the main problems 
regarding conflict diamonds is that 
De Beers controls the diamond mar- 
ket and lacks the power to control the 
problem. 

Today it is estimated that approx- 
imately 99 percent of all diamonds 


are conflict free. But there is no way 
to tell the difference between conflict 
and conflict-free diamonds. 

However, Americans can point 
finger blaming who ever they want 
to. But one of the biggest problems 
regarding blood diamonds are the 
consumers. We continue to buy dia- 
monds using the mentality that big- 
ger is better. 

Is this really the world we live 
in?Where symbolism means more 
than the actual reality. Stop buying 
diamonds all together and proves we 
have compassion. 

Most of all we as a nation need to 
prove that we have respect. for all 
those that suffered because of blood 
diamonds. 


1984 near future 


Martial law will 
harm innocent 


Americans 


By BEN KNIGHT 
Correspondent 


A bill 
allowing 
» police forces 
to storm your 
_ home and 
‘arrest you 
without a war- 
rant was 
recently 
passed during 
April 2009 by Massachusetts Senate 
and is awaiting approval in the 
House. 

The “Pandemic Response 
Bill” grants police the ability to 
take any person out of their home 
and put them into quarantine 
camps if the people refuse to be 
vaccinated for the HIN1 virus. 
Many pharmacists are specu- 
lating, however, that the vaccina- 
tion being marketed by our federal 
government is just a way for them 
to take money from the people, 
which would explain why putting 


them in camps and selling their 
homes after they default on their 
mortgage is a good idea. 

The PETA groups should read 
this part of the bill “to collect 
specimens and perform tests on 
any animal, living or deceased.” 
The last time I checked, human 
beings are a part of the animal 
kingdom as well. 

But wait, there's more! In addi- 
tion to putting innocent people in 
concentration-type camps, the bill 
also assesses a $1000 per day fine 
for not conforming. 

This bill is essentially a “no 
rules,” all-out measure, and can be 
used, in a fashion that is entirely 
destructive to our way of life. 

Martial law is an idea being 
thrown around by some people, 
and, frankly, I believe we may be 
coming to just that. This bill has 
the essential blueprints for a mar- 
tial-law type of situation. 

If this bill is passed through 
the House and put into effect, the 
people of Massachusetts will be 
seeing their constitutional rights 
thrown right out the window, 
goodbye fair and public trial; 
goodbye attorney; hello machine 


guns. 
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Crumbling economy Love online 


The REPO industry 
is integral to our 
country 8 economy 


By Tom HANNON 
Correspondent 


The “who did it” of the Great 
Recession war wages on. Was in 
Bill Clinton's signing of weaker 
mortgage laws, George W. Bush for 
being a sleep at the wheel, was it all 
these pesky mortgage companies 
selling bad loans, the SEC or the 
wall street fund leaders trying to 
score big? 

The answer is none of the 
above. According to a new report 
by Yale economics professor Gary 
Gorton, for the National Bureau of 
Economic Research, it was bank 
panic. The creation of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation in 
1934 was supposed to make this a 
thing of the past, but it did not. 

The Renew’ Sale and 
Repurchase (REPO) market for 
collateralized securities t hat over 
the last 30 years, had come to a halt 
for global finance. 

“Subprime mortgage securitiza- 
tion was a mess -- a house of cards 
probably doomed to fall -- but sub- 
prime by itself simply wasn't big 
enough to put the entire financial 
system at risk,” said Gorton. 

Most people have not heard of 
REPO. They manage to be an 
unregulated, uninsured $20 trillion 


business that is essential to keeping 
money flowing in the world. 

It is that market that allows 
money to flow from bank to bank 
so they can make loans to business- 
es. The Subprime mortgage busi- 
ness getting the blame is a $1.2 tril- 
lion business or 6% of REPO, a 
small percentage. 

Richard Smith, owner of 
Crancom, Inc. and winner of 
Entrepreneur of the year award in 
1998 by Fleet Bank said, “In my 15 
years in business I have never 
found it so hard to borrow money, I 
have tremendous opportunities I 
cannot take advantage of.” 

Crancom is a telecommunica- 
tions company that is a large player 
in voice over IP, (VOIP). 

“My customers are in the same 
situation, they want to do business 
but can't because lines of credit 
have been removed despite being 
good customers to banks,” said 
Smith. 

As a result accounts receivable 
have gone from 30 days net to 90 - 
120 days net making it hard to do 
business and consider growth. 

I asked Smith to explain how 
this would affect college students, 
he added, “if money would free up 
I could hire a dozen people tomor- 
row, there is that much opportunity, 
if it does not hiring new employees 
is difficult.” 

According to Gorton, the entire 
basis of global banking changed in 
the 1980’s, because of the money 
market funds and junk bonds, 


Just put 


Alcoholism is a 
product of society, 
not a real affliction 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


It's no 
question that 
we live in a 
society where 


taking respon- 
sibility for 
your own 
actions is 


becoming a 
more rare 
occurrence. 

Whether George W. Bush says 
that history will vindicate his insuffer- 
able terms in office or a 500 pound 
man cries discrimination when the air- 
line forces him to buy a second airline 
seat. It's always the fault of some other 
person, company, terrorists, drug deal- 
ers, or that your mommy didn't buy 
you a Stretch Armstrong when you 
were Six. 

One of the most ludicrous of 
these claims has become widely 
accepted as truth, not only allowing 
those who claim it to further their 
own addictions, but also becoming so 
commonplace that to argue against it 
makes you seem an outlandish 
minority. 

However, I find myself along 


with slews of psychologists, sociolo- 
gists, and philosophers taking this 
side, so I feel | am good company. 

To put it simply, the general 
acceptance of alcoholism as a disease 
not only baffles me, but outright 
offends my intelligence as it should 


yours. Along with those in this minor-, 


ity group I think alcoholism, as well as 
any addiction, is a personal choice, 
not a mental disorder. 

The American Medical 
Association as well as the DSM-IV 
both list alcohol abuse and alcohol 
withdrawal under an incredibly broad 
umbrella term that includes gambling 
and sex addictions as well. 

Despite little solid research to 
back these claims, the medical profes- 
sionals in this country pounced on the 
chance to use speculation as science 
and have happily pocketed the billions 
of dollars people have spent in order 
to fight their “afflictions”. And why 
not? In the pop-psychology world of 
Dr. Phil, where every. child who does- 
n't like sitting through a seven hour 
school day has ADHD and everyone 
who gets sad on occasion is bipolar, 
there is plenty of deluded people who 
will pay them for the treatments. 
Watch the television for one single 
hour and you'll see pills that will cure 
your weight problem, social anxiety 
and give you an instant erection. Some 
may do all three. We have slowly 
descended into a society of literal drug 
addicts. 

Before you argue the fact that if 


which took all the profit out of 
being a traditional bank. 

Banks began securitizing loans 
to regain those lost profits. The 
REPO market of interbank loans 
had always existed but it grew dra- 
matically in the 1990s to support 
securitization. 

Since there was no deposit 
insurance for institutional loans 
measured in hundreds of millions 
of dollars, counterparties demand- 
ed collateral to back — these 
overnight REPO loans that general- 
ly replaced demand deposits in the 
banking system. 

It was not until August of 2007, 
already six months into the sub- 
prime mortgage crisis that the 
banking industry seized as lenders 
began making collateral calls from 
borrowers that led to the banks 
being under-capitalized. 

The government did not know 
there was a panic until August of 
2008, a year later. 

The banks and counter parties 
had lost faith in each other which is 
why the tarps were put in place to 
save the system from collapse by 
the Bush Administration. 

This explains why the banks 
still aren't lending money, they 
don't have the means to back the 
loans they would otherwise make 
without government intervention. 

Until the REPO market regains 
some steam there isn't going to be 
much natural progress in getting 
the economy to start growing 
again. 


the 


the medical establishment says it is so 
it must be so, this is the same medical 
establishment that still allows the 
DSM-IV to list, abeit veiled, homo- 
sexuality as a “Sexual Disorder Not 
Otherwise Specified" for someone 
with "...persistent and marked distress 
about sexual orientation”. Prior to the 
1970's (and as recently as 2001 in 
China) homosexuality was listed out- 
right as a sexual deviation with people 
using everything from prayer to elec- 
troshock therapy in attempts to cure it. 
Sure we've come a long way since 
using leeches, but the professionals 
aren't always right. If those leeches 
added billions toa altering medical 
industry you could bet money that we 
would still be using them. 

By far the most offensive part of 
this whole thing is that these poor 
sheep buy into not only the fact that 
they are sick, but that they have no 
free will power to do anything about 
it. In fact the first step of the famed 
AA 12 step program reads word for 
word, “we admitted we were power- 
less over alcohol-that our lives had 
become unmanageable.” What other 
disease has part of its cure being that 
you should give up completely? 

Resigning yourself to death in a 
hospital bed sounds like a great mind- 
set to have when battling cancer? Just 
give up, it's already too late. Just curl 
up and die. 

But they aren't powerless. Here's 
my radical and much faster one step 
approach to quit drinking. I know it's 


Facebook has ruined 
relationships for this 


generation of youth 


By KERRY WHALEN 
Correspondent 


Technology today is the reason 
why most relationships fail. It's sad to 
say that relationships are not like they 
used to be. It feels like it's a lot of 
work to keep up with and you con- 
stantly have to watch your every 
move. 

One of my boyfriends in college 
would get upset about my Facebook 
pictures, because a guy was in the 
picture with me. Now if Facebook 
was never around, the fighting would 
have never happened. 

People these days can go on 
Facebook and find out anything. For 
example, if I needed to know what 
my boyfriend did that past weekend. 
I would log onto to Facebook and 
wait for people to tag him in a photo. 
It's almost like we wait for something 
to start a fight. 

Break ups are the worst on 
Facebook, because everyone and 
their mother knows. It announces to 
everyone that so and so ended their 
relationship. 

Then that person doesn't know 
what to do with their life. 

“My first thoughts when we 
ended was that I couldn't look at her 
Facebook page anymore. I even 
thought about defriending her. Not 


extreme, but here it goes anyway-- 
don't drink alcohol. Don't go to bars, 
don't buy it in the stores, just don't 
drink it. Willpower. The same you 
use to lose weight or quit smoking, 
and best of all it's free. Stop claiming 
you have a disease because you don't. 
Unlike those people suffering from 
AIDS, cancer, or moderate to severe 
dandruff, you have the ability to sim- 
ply stop. People with actual diseases 
are not able to just say “Well, I decid- 
ed I am not going to have lupus 
today” and have it disappear. They 
are stricken with dehibilitating dis- 
eases that ravage and eat at their bod- 
ies and to compare yourself to them 
is ridiculous. 

Above all else, stop saying you 
“have to drink” or you have a 
“dependency” on alcohol. Short of 
some accelerated Darwinian miracle 
that has happened only to you that 
requires drinking a fifth of scotch to 


out of spite, mind you, but out of self- 
preservation. Seeing her updates and 
knowing I wasn't in the inner circle 
anymore would be like another knife 
in the heart,” said Joe Flint, from the 
Web site trueslant.com, a blog by 
Sara Libby. Also think back to a point 
where cell phones were not around 
and once you were out, you were out 
for the night. 

These days, significant others can 
pretty much get in touch with you at 
any time they want. If you don't 
answer the phone right away, they 
will immediately think something's 
going on and call you back a trillion 
times. 

Classy in Philadelphia website 
has stated: “With technology, every- 
one is fully aware that a person has 
their phone with him/her and has the 
ability to text or call back.” 

The worst thing a person could 
do in a relationship is leave their 
phone al one with their significant 
other. Most likely they will get curi- 
ous and somehow end up reading text 
messages from the opposite sex, I'm 
sure you know how this ends up. 

With all this said I would love to 
go back to the past and have a rela- 
tionship, because I'm sure it would be 
easier than today. I just want to be 
able to see what it's like to get asked 
out in person and not through a text. I 
will never know what a relationship 
really would be like without technol- 
ogy. 


ink down 


keep your heart beating, you need 
food, water and shelter to survive. 
Nothing else. : 

The mindset that alcoholism 
is a disease simply gives people an 
excuse to blame a sickness for their 
own lack of constitution. Not only is 
it an outright fabrication of their 
mind, but it allows them to further 
their addictions because of the fact. 
It's not their fault after all, it's out of 
their hands is what the doctors say. 
You can't fight a disease, so why not 
just drink as much as you can? 

So please listen close, if you are 
one ‘of these “stricken” people or 
know anyone who is. You are not sick, 
dying, or any weaker than anyone 
else. 

You are the same as every other 
person on this Earth, only you are 
weak willed and have neither the 
desire nor the mindset to stop. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


By KELSEY COLLINS 
Correspondent 


It is fairly obvious that the United 
States is one of the wealthiest nations 
s in the world, but after our assumed 
obligation to help Haiti, can we real- 
ly afford to revive Chile too? 

The United States has shown 
throughout history that we are a gen- 
erous nation that is greatly concerned 
with the well being of the world, 
howeyer, we cannot be held responsi- 
ble to save everyone in need. 

What would we do if another 
catastrophe happened tomorrow, 
would we just add them to our list of 
countries to whom we are current dis- 
tributing funds and aid? 

I am not saying that I don't care 
about the countless number of inno- 
cent people that have been impacted 
by this catastrophe or that I don't feel 
profound sorrow for them, but how 
can we be expected to help Chile 
when we are currently not only com- 
mitted to Haiti but are still committed 
to helping the middle east? 

When considering the billions of 
dollars and supplies the United States 
has blown because of this war on ter- 
rorism, it seems unfathomable to be 
spending any money at all, especially 
anywhere but in our own nation. 

Something else to consider is the 
disturbing behavior of these seeming- 
ly tempestuous Chilean people 
behaving like wild animals running 
through the streets acting out in vio- 
lence. 

It has been reported that not only 


are supermarkets being robbed, but 
banks too. Don't these people realize 
they are only hurting themselves and 
stealing from one another? 

Also, there have been countless 
acts of lawlessness and many fires set 
by seditious troublemakers that are 
just adding to the chaos and making 
things worse. 

What could possibly be the point 
of setting things on fire in the midst 


Disastrous 
worries 


Could America really 
survive after natural 


disasters? 


By KERRY WHALEN 
Correspondent 


We as humans need to be pre- 
pared for these natural disasters. 
They're happening more frequently 
and are deadlier than ever. 

Our world is changing and we 
need to adjust and make changes. 
Earthquakes tend to occur on a reg- 
ular basis. 

According to USGS there were 
25 earthquakes on Mar. 4. They 
were not major, but it shows how 
frequent they are. 

Earthquakes happen often and 
you will not even feel it, because 
they are that minor. NOAA's 
National Weather Service reported 
that there were 134 tornados in the 
U.S. in July, but only 118 were con- 
firmed. 

Unlike minor earthquakes, 
minor tornados tend to cause more 
damage. I can't even imagine hay- 
ing this many tornados in just one 
month. Tsunamis can strike at any 
moment and there's no way to out 
Tun it. 

Water makes up most of the 
world, and is a very powerful force. 
Imagine an enormous wave of water 
coming at you; you would never 
have enough time to run away. 

It happens in seconds. These 
natural disasters are happening right 
under our noses. 

There is nothing we as humans 


can do to stop it, it's nature and we 
have no control. There are ways to 
prepare and learn about these com- 
mon disasters, but there are no guar- 
antees of surviving. Nature is 
unpredictable and will keep you on 
your toes. 

Ultimately, we can't do much, 
but sit back and wait for something 
to happen. 

Sooner or later we will experi- 
ence the force of nature. Everyone 
in the world is already experiencing 
it. It snowed in Texas, and that has 
not happened in a while. 

These are only minor experi- 
ences, it will get worse. This leads 
me to this: are we due for a huge cli- 
mate change, such as an ice age? 
We are overdue for one, and could 
possibly happen. 

These natural disasters are signs 
of a possible ice age. The thing 
that concerns me is the aftermath of 
these natural disasters. 

If they were to happen all over 
the world, what would we do with- 
out all of the essentials we live off 
of? 

We are very dependent on elec- 
tricity, water, food, and shelter. If 
these disasters happen, they would 
destroy everything for which we 
have worked so hard. 

We can educate ourselves to 
learn how to live without the essen- 
tials we have today. 

We would need to learn how to 
live without everything we have 
today and live in the past. 

We would need to grow our own 
food and provide our own shelter. It 
would be difficult at first, but we 
would have to learn to live with it. 


of such immense devastation? This 
kind of behavior certainly isn't 
improving Chile's chances of receiv- 
ing sympathy from anyone capable of 
providing them with any sort of care. 

Victor Perez, a 48 year old 
Chilean native, said, “The 
Government has been very slow to 
respond. We have no water or lights, 
and most of the stores nearby are out 
of food.” 
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According to the Chilean people 
they have seen little response from 
their supposedly prepared govern- 
ment. 

It is debatable that this slow 
response is a result of the scheduled 
transition of power (only days after 
the devastating quake) between cur- 
rent President Michelle Bachelet and 
recently elected Sebastian Pinera. 

It is an incredibly sad thing that 


MCT Campus Photo 
With the American debt growing by the second from the war in the Middle East, is it fiscally possible to con- 
tinue to help those struck by natural disasters? 


has happened in Chile and as I said 
before, my heart goes out to the inno- 
cent people there. 

I will continue to keep their 
nation in my thoughts and prayers. 

Although I am currently against 
significant involvement with Chile, 
I'm sure if we weren't in such a mess 
with this war on terrorism I, along 
with many others, would feel much 
differently about our contribution. 


Statisical Reasoning ..... Huh? 


The Math Center 
helps students 
succeed at NECC 


By MARIA METRAKAS 
Correspondent 


Everybody needs help. At 
NECC, it seems everyone needs help 
in one area and that is math. I was 
one of those people. 

The place to go was the “Math 
Tutoring and Resource Center.” 
Rebecce Rose first started the Center 
in spring of 2009. More and more 
students needed to be tutored for 
math and they needed a place to go. 

A grant called “Achieving a 
Dream,” funded the tutoring center 
and made it all possible. That same 
year, I began going to the center 
when I started having trouble with 
College Algebra II. 

My teacher told the class that if 
you needed help, go check out the 
tutoring center upstairs. 

The first time I set foot in the 
Math Center, I knew I was going to 
be there a lot. For the next two 
semesters, I lived in that room. 

If I could I would have put my 
bed in there, that's how often I went. 
When I first started going I just went 
to understand the work, do well on 
tests, and to get the passing grade. 

The center provided me with so 
much more than that and others as 
well. 

“It gave me the chance to suc- 
ceed,” said Preston Lewis, math 
tutor and NECC student. 

The center began to make me 
feel confident about a subject that 
once crippled me. | just thought that 
I stunk in math and would never be 
good at it. 


There’s no need to scream when confused about 
online math homework, just go to the Math Center. 


The tutors showed me otherwise. 
This place helps so many students 
who struggle in math. 

“Tt gives me confidence that I 
will do well in the class,” said 
Amanda Keeler, a student who fre- 
quents the tutoring center. 

Day in and day out, students are 
going to the tutoring center. From 
statistics to calculus, there is a tutor 
there to help you. I also made 
friends while going to the tutoring 
center. 

After going everyday, you start 
to get to know the people there. 
Though it was a place for math 
tutoring, for me it also became a 
place to socialize. 

To this day, I still go in and see 


the people there. It has become my 
place to “hang,” in a sense. 

This place changed my way of 
thinking. It made me believe in 
myself and that I can accomplish 
any task. Every person is going to 
have obstacles in life. 

The center showed me that any- 
thing can be overcome; you just 
have to put your mind to it. 

So if you need help with quad- 
ratic equations or taking the deriva- 
tive of a number, go down to the 
“Math Tutoring and Resource 
Center,” they may help you with 
more than just math. 

The Math Center is located in 
C201 in Haverhill and room LA103 
on NECC’s Lawerence campus. 
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Lawrence 
concerns 


Continued from Page | 

Wolfe said they college will put 
full funding for the shuttle in the pre- 
liminary budget, but that it may not 
stand. 


“We have to balance those funds 
with funds needed for other things,” 
she said. 

However, Murphy is concemed 
about the message this reduction sends. 

“That's what was being voiced at 
that meeting, if there are no services 
they're not getting the same as what the 
Haverhill students are getting, and that 
might be the perception,” he said. “For 
me it's just a observation, by the people 
who may not be getting the same serv- 
ices. I'm not saying it is, but if students 
are perceiving it becomes their reality.” 

Some NECC students do have that 


ion. 

“By taking away the shuttle I feel 
like they're taking away my opportuni- 
ties,” Lathon Jones-Downing said. 
“They're sure doing a good job of mak- 
ing it look lesser.” 

Wolfe said she can understand how 
this could be perceived. 

“T understand how, with the shuttle, 
bookstore and now no food, that per- 
ception happens,” Wolfe said. “There's 
no conspiracy against the Lawrence 
campus, just a confluence of factors 
and events that we're trying our best to 


respond to.” 


‘NECC’s got talent’ 
The Community Outreach 
Group is planning a talent show 
for members of the NECC com- 
munity sometime in late April. 
Students, faculty and staff are all 
invited to perform. All money 
raised will go to support NECC’s 
fundraising partnership with 
Partners in Health. Canned food 
donations will also be accepted. 
Anyone interested in per- 
forming or donating should con- 
tact Club President 
Malesky at 
ttmalesky@yahoo.com. 


Reanne 


Food collection 
drive 

This spring the Community |- 
Outreach Group is holding a food 
collection drive the Lazarus 
house in Lawrence. They will be 
collecting canned and non-per- 
ishable goods only. 

There will be collection bins 
in the C building lobby, the 
library and both floors of the one- 


stop student center. The collec- 
tion will continue until April 7. 
For more information, con- 
tact Meredith Gunning at mgun- 
ning@necc.mass.edu. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Christian club ponders pain 


Forum asks: Why 
would God allow 
pain and suffering? 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


The Christian Club President 
Elizabeth Beverage stood in front of 
the crowd at a forum discussing 
“Why would God allow pain and suf- 
fering?” sponsored by the club on 
Mar. 1 and asking anyone who had 
never experienced pain to raise their 
hand. 

Not one hand went up 
audience. 

The general consensus of the 
crowd was that every single person 
there had experienced pain, whether it 
was physical emotional or both. 

Three panelists addressed the 
topic of “Why does a loving God 
allow pain and suffering?”: Professor 
of Philosophy, James Gustafson, 


in the 


Professor of Psychology, Maureen 
Dadekian, and Elizabeth Beverage. 

“There is no other way to achieve 
the highest good,” Gustafson said, 
addressing the issue of pain. 

He stated God is omnipotent, 
omniscient, and benevolent. 
Gustafson also said evil does exist in 
the world because of free will. 
However without it there wouldn't be 
good and vice-versa. 

“Without free will you would 
have to eliminate good,” Gustafson 
said. 

According to Gustafson if free 
will is eliminated then good must 
diminish from the world altogether 
and meaning must come from another 
human being to have any effect. 

“The words, 'I love you' and 'T 
hate you’ don't have any meaning 
unless it comes from another human,” 
Gustafson said. “It (meaning) must 
only come from a creature that has 
free will.” 

Gustafson also said that the world 
must stay the way it is because God 
arranged the world to allow creatures 


Dominican 
Independence 
celebrated 


Diversity promoted 
through celebration 
of cultures 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


A celebration of culture con- 
tinued at Northern Essex with 
people from the Dominican 
Republic celebrating their inde- 
pendence day at the Lawrence 
campus. 

The students celebrated the 
Independence Day a day before 
the actual date. The Dominican 
Republic received its independ- 
ence from Haiti on Feb. 27. 

“It’s” a. day from” the 
Independence Day but today was 
the best day to hold the event,” 
said Nancy Henry, who assisted 
in arranging the event. 

The students enjoyed food 
and also received free Dominican 
Republic flags, which were hand- 
ed out to everyone that attended 
the event. ; 

“I like the Spanish rice and 
also the chicken brought,” said 
Angel Miguel, a liberal arts 
major who had attended the func- 
tion. 

The event also provided lunch 
for some of the nursing student 
who were studying at the lobby 
and didn’t have any lunch plans 
for that day. 

The student engagement cen- 
ter, which had organized the 
event, also had a raffle. The stu- 
dents had to prove how well they 
know the Dominican Republic to 
win and the ones with the most 
correct answers had a chance of 
winning an iPod. 

Sulay Daphny, a student who 


works at the engagement center 
in Haverhill, was serving food at 
the event and was pleased by the 
student turnout. 

“The turnout was very 
impressive I can say. It’s good to 
see people who are not even of 
Hispanic background come and 
celebrate with us,” said Daphny. 

Apart from the food, the stu- 
dents got a chance to interact 
with each other and get a chance 
to learn other people’s culture. 

“I would love to be hosting 
this kind of events every week if 
possible,” said Nancy Henry who 
works at the student activities in 
the Lawrence campus. 

Henry had just arranged a 
Chinese New Year event at the 
same venue and said that their 
goal is to have diversity at 
NECC. 

“This school has people of 
different nationalities and it 
would be good if we can incorpo- 
rate all of them,” said Henry. 

The Independence Day cele- 
brations have been held at the 
school for more than three years. 
The school also is planning to do 
a cultural day. “We will try to 
have as many countries as possi- 
ble represented. on this day,” said 
Henry. “We already have dancers 
from the Chinese society coming 
and we are hoping for many stu- 
dents to come and represent their 
countries.” 


to learn from it. 

Dadekian told the crowd earlier in 
life she was not able to talk on a spir- 
itual level regarding her religion until 
she attended conferences at Harvard. 
After that, she found for the first time 
she could speak on a spiritual level 
regarding her profession as both a 
counselor and teacher. 

“Whatever a person believes I try 
to put into perspective,” Dadekian 
said. 

Dadekian said in her work she 
focuses on the body, mind and spirit. 

“If I didn't believe people could 
change I couldn't work,” Dadekian 
said. 

Beverage then took over the floor, 
saying that everyone suffers but that 
God uses suffering as a tool. 

“What would you know if noth- 
ing bad ever happened to you?” 
Beverage said. “We have these bad 
experiences in life to know what is 
real.” 

She also raised the question 
whether the pain, which happens in 
America and across the globe, was 


justified or not. Then she acknowl- 
edged every individual suffers and 
that suffering was necessary in the 
world because people learn from the 
suffering they experienced. 

After Beverage took her seat, the 
floor opened to the audience. 
Someone then asked why the people 
were suffering in Haiti and why suf- 
fering happens to innocent people. 

“If God stopped everything bad 
from happening from day one this 
would be a magical place... But we 
will learn from Haiti and the outpour- 
ing of human compassion,” 
Gustafson said. 

The Christian Club previously 
discussed the topic of pain throughout 
last semester prompted by articles and 
letters published in the Observer sur- 
rounding topic of whether God exists 
because there is pain in the world. 

The members of the Christian 
Club plan to continue discussing the 
topic of pain throughout the reminder 
of the spring semester. The Christian 
Club meets every Monday at noon in 
C-108. 


Students want 


Chinese course 
offered at NECC 


Club says course 
would benefit 


business students 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Features Editor 


Students gathered at a 
Contemporary Affairs meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 in an effort to get 
a Mandarin Chinese course offered 
here at NECC. Club members 
Andrew Ryan and Nigel Mainville 
led the meeting to see who would be 
interested in taking the foreign lan- 
guage course if it were offered. 

Ryan found a way to get students 
interested in the topic even before the 
meeting was held. 

While walking around campus 
the past few weeks many students 
may have noticed Chinese lanterns 
with different riddles on them placed 
in various locations across campus. 
The riddles were answered at the 
meeting on Wednesday. The riddles 
did not have anything to do with 
Chinese culture; they were done in a 
way to get a variety of people inter- 
ested in attending the meeting. 

For example, of the riddles one 
was, “An idol once taught us an 
appropriate rule, when you forget 
your belt, you look like a fool.” The 
answer to that was “Pants on the 
Ground,” the song performed and 
made popular by Gen. Larry Plat on 
“American Idol.” 

NECC has a business transfer 
program that Mainville feels would 


benefit from a Mandarin Chinese 
course. 

“If you learn Chinese and you're 
a business major it's going to be an 
incredible advantage. The Chinese 
interpreters are among the highest 
paid,” he said. 

Professor Steve Russell, the fac- 
ulty adviser of Contemporary Affairs 
Club, echoed that sentiment. 

“China is such a central part of 
the world economy that anyone who 
speaks Chinese is looking at making 
a lot of money,” he said. 

In order to begin a new class at 
NECC, there needs to be at least 15 
students who sign up. The club is 
hoping to get this process started. 

“Once we have enough support 
we can put this in motion,” Ryan_ 
said. 

The consensus of student's opin- 
ions that attended the meeting all 
seemed to be in favor of the class. 

Club member Seth Dallaire stat- 
ed his feelings about why the course 
would be valuable. 

“The information they provided 
at the meeting was legitimate and 
eventually China will become the 
economic super power of the world,” 
Dallaire said. 

Ryan created a Web site that goes 
over the Power Points and other 
information that was presented at the 
meeting, as well as other relevant 
information about getting a Mandarin 
Chinese course started. 

For more information, visit 
http://sites.google.com/site/florgsite/. 


Read the Observer online: 
www.necc.mass.edu/observer 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 
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Gunman, 2 others 
wounded in Dallas 
shootout 


DALLAS — A gunman appar- 
ently angry over business deal- 
ings wounded a father and son at 
their financial services company 
inside an office building Monday, 
then shot himself as police closed 
in, authorities said. 

The gunfire at about 10:30 
a.m. created a frightening, grisly 
scene at the 15-story building, 
with one of the injured men mak- 
ing his way down an escalator 
with blood gushing from his neck 
and scared bank employees and 
customers locking themselves in 
vaults. 

After the two men were shot; 
the suspect apparently turned the 
gun on himself as three officers 
were coming down the hall 
toward the third-floor suite, said 
Dallas police spokesman Sr. Cpl. 
Lt. Kevin Janse. The suspect was 
in critical condition Monday. 

The gunman and the victims, 
66-year-old Richard Smith and 
39-year-old R. Chris Smith, 
apparently had an ongoing dis- 
pute, Janse said. But it was not 
clear exactly why the suspect 
opened fire inside the offices of 
Smith Financial in northern 
Dallas. 

Richard Smith was shot in the 
legs, and his son was shot in the 
neck. Both were in stable condi- 
tion. 


Obama pitches health 
plan in spirited 
appearance 


GLENSIDE, Pa. — Stirring 
memories of his campaign for the 
White House, President Barack 
Obama made a spirited, shirt- 
sleeved appeal for passage of 
long-stalled health care changes 
Monday as Democratic congres- 
sional leaders worked behind the 
scenes on legislation they hope 
can quickly gain passage. 

"Let's seize reform. It's within 
our grasp," the president implored 
his audience at Arcadia 
University, the first outside-the- 
Beltway appearance since he 
vowed last week to do everything 
in his power to push his health 
care plan into law. 

The president's pitch was part 
denunciation of insurance compa- 
nies - "they continue to ration care 
on the basis of who's sick and 
who's healthy,” he said - and part 
criticism of his Republican critics. 
"You had 10 years. What hap- 


pened? What were you doing?" he 
taunted members of a party that 
held the White House for eight 
years and control of Congress for 
a dozen. 

The outcome could affect 
almost every American, changing 
the ways they receive and pay for 
health care - and extending cover- 
age to tens of millions more peo- 
ple - if the legislation gains final 
approval. 


Read-in event held 


Event was held in 
honor of 
Black History Month 


By ALLISON DOXSEY 
Correspondent 


Students and faculty members 
participated in the Black History 
Month “Read-in” event on Feb. 17 at 
Northern Essex Community College. 

English Professor Lis Espinoza 
hosted the second annual event, giv- 
ing students and faculty members the 
opportunity to celebrate the history 
of African Americans by reading 
poems, speeches, and excerpts from 
larger texts. 

The Diversity Committee and 
Contemporary Affairs Club spon- 
sored the event. 

Posters of Jimi Hendrix, Martin 
Luther King and Toni Morrison were 
displayed in room 155 of the science 
building, while an on-going 
slideshow portrayed "prominent 


African, African-American, and 
Caribbean people. Each slide con- 
tained a quote that reflected the sig- 
nificance of the person in relation to 
Black history. One slide displayed a 
Michael Jordan quote: “I never 
thought a role model should be nega- 
tive.” 

The excerpts that were read con- 
tained the works of influential people 
in Black history such as Maya 
Angelou, Saul Williams, Coriolan 
Ardouin, Daniel Beaty and Martin 
Luther King. 

Students Gabrielle Perez, 
Candice Seplow and Shai Woodman 
each read a section of the poem, 
“Mila” by Coriolan Ardouin, a 
Haitian romantic poet. The poem was 
originally written in Haitian Creole 
language, but Professor Lis Espinoza 
was able to locate an English version 
for the students, 

Many of the poems and speeches 
were read out loud, but one student 
decided to show a video clip of 
Daniel Beaty, award-winning actor, 
singer, writer and composer, reciting 


his poem, “Knock Knock.” The 
video clip was taken from an episode 


of the HBO television series, 
“Russell Simmons Presents Def 
Poetry.” 


Faculty members read more 
familiar excerpts, one being Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s “Letter from 
Birmingham Jail” read by History 
and Government Professor Steve 
Russell. 

King wrote the letter from the 
city jail in Birmingham, Ala., where 
he was confined after being arrested 
for leading anti-segregation protests. 
In the letter he wrote, “Freedom is 
never voluntarily given by the 
oppressor; it must be demanded by 
the oppressed.” 

The audience gave recognition to 
each person who presented a poem, 
speech or excerpt by applauding at 
the end of the reading. 

Professor Lis Espinoza wrapped 
up the event by thanking everyone 
who attended and who participated in 
the readings. 


Phonathon underway 


Students work to 


solicit donations from 
NECC alumni 


By BriTTANY HADDAD 
Correspondent 


The NECC Fund Phonathon is 
currently underway and students are 
working to raise money to help sup- 
port important programs at the col- 
lege. 

Many students at NECC volun- 
teered their time, and some even 
received payment, for making calls to 
alumni of the college to help raise 
money for the NECC Annual Fund, 
which helps to support scholarships 
for students and programs here at the 
college. 

The Annual Fund also provides 
grants to NECC faculty and staff that 
enhance the learning opportunities 
for the students here at the college 
and supports the college endowment. 

Students work in the evenings for 
10 days during the spring semester to 
make calls and ask for donations that 


go 100 percent towards NECC. 

Libby Jensen, director of alumni 
and donor relations, has offered this 
as a short-term job for students want- 
ing to get paid. Students work 6 to 
8:30 p.m. and receive $10 an hour. 

Jensen has also made it an option 
for those who want community serv- 
ice hours to volunteer. 

One student who worked at the 
Phonathon found the experience ben- 
eficial to both herself and the college. 

“For the most part I enjoyed what 


‘I was doing. It was an easy no-stress 


job that required little training. It was 
also a small commitment (about two 
hours a night two nights a week), 
which made it more appealing to 
me,” Christine Girard said. “I think it 
was definitely a good opportunity to 
reach alumni and get support back. It 
shows that after many years away 
NECC still cares about them and 
wants to remain in contact with 
them.” 

Jensen said that the message the 
students working at the Phonathon 
bring to NECC's many alumni is 
important because that equals more 
money being raised. 


“We are not asking for a million 
dollars from everyone, we ask that 
you can give anything you can, if it's 
$20 every little bit helps,” she said. 

Girard expressed a positive expe- 
rience with an alumnus willing to 
give. 

“An alumni who was living in 
the Midwest and had graduated over 
25 years ago was willing to give to 
support NECC's current students and 
clearly had a great experience at the 
college,” she said. 

Girard also expressed the posi- 
tive experience she had herself work- 
ing for the Phonathon. 

“This was a great experience and 
I will definitely do it again. Between 
balancing a busy academic schedule 
and track, it was a relief to find a job 
that would pay well and also be 
rewarding. I would recommend this 
to anyone who. is looking for a 
rewarding job that meets only a few 
times a week,” she said. 

The Phonathon runs through the 
first week of April.-For more infor- 
mation, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/giving. 


Student trains for marathon to help end stroke 


Northern Essex Community College 
student PJ Abdoo and mother Vita 
Abdoo, both of Methuen, display their 
new running attire at the American 
Stroke Association's Train to End Stroke 
Marathon Kickoff on Feb. 17. Both are 
training to complete the Nashville 
Marathon in April in honor of Vita's 
mother who suffered a crippling stroke 
several years ago. 3 

To donate to Pu's marathon efforts for 
Stroke 
www.ttes.nashville2010.kintera.org/pab 


the 


doo. 


Association, visit: 
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World News 


Campiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 


Iraqi parties both claim to 
be ahead in election 


BAGHDAD ~ The Iraqi prime 
minister's coalition and its main 
secular rival both claimed to be 
ahead in the vote count Monday, a 
day after historic parliamentary 
elections that the top U.S. com- 
mander said would let all but 
50,000 American troops come 
home by the end of summer. 

Sunday's election, which took 
place against a backdrop of vio- 
lence in Baghdad, marked a turn- 
ing point for the country’s nascent 
democracy. The winner will help 
determine whether Iraq can 
resolve its sectarian divisions and 
preserve the nation's fragile securi- 
ty as U.S. troops leave. 

Initial results for some 
provinces, as well as for Baghdad 
- an area essential to determining 
any winner - were to be announced 
Tuesday. 

The election was only the 
country’s second for a full parlia- 
mentary term, and it attracted 62 
percent of about 19 million eligi- 
ble voters, according to the 
nation's election commission. The 
last such election, in December 
2005, attracted roughly 76 percent 
of eligible voters. 

Gen. Ray Odierno, the top 
U.S. commander in Iraq, called the 
election a milestone and said that 
every sign suggests Iraq will be 
able to peacefully form a new gov- 
ernment in the coming months, 
and U.S. combat troops can head 
home by the end of August.. 


Appeals for calm after 
Nigerian sectarian 
slaughter 


JOS, Nigeria (AFP) — UN 
chief Ban Ki-moon and 
Washington led calls for restraint 
on Monday after the slaughter of 
more than 500 Christians in 
Nigeria, as survivors told how the 
killers chopped down their vic- 
tims. 

Survivors said the attackers 
were able to separate the Fulanis 
from members of the rival Berom 
group by chanting 'nagge', the 
Fulani word for cattle. Those who 
failed to respond in the same lan- 
guage were hacked to death. 

The death toll was initially put 
at a little over 100 but then shot 
up. The information ministry said 
pregnant women were among 
those killed and around 200 peo- 
ple were being treated in hospital. 

"We have over 500 killed in 
three villages and the survivors 
are busy burying their dead," said 
state information commissioner 
Gregory Yenlong. 

"People were attacked with 
axes, daggers and cutlasses - 
many of them children, the aged 
and pregnant women.” 

The explosion of violence is 
the latest between rival ethnic and 
religious groups. In January 326 
people died in clashes in and 
around Jos, according to police 
although rights activists put the 
overall toll at more than 550. 
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* The Contemporary 
Affairs club will have a discus- 
sion on “Books vs. Bombs: 
U.S. Foreign Policy in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan” at 
noon in room C-307. 

For more information con- 
tact Professor Steve Russell 
at srussell@necc.mass.edu. 


* Parnassus’ final submis- 
sion deadline for this year's 
edition (to be published in 
May) is Monday, March 22. 

Submissions are currently 
being accepted for works of 
creative fiction, non fiction, 
poetry, art and photography. 
The submission box is in front 
of room C-314Z, or submis- 
sions can be sent in online at 


For more information con- 
tact Patrick Lochelt at 
plochelt@necc.mass.edu 


* NECC’s production of 
Shakespeare’s “Merchant Of 
Venice” will be performed at 
7:30 p.m. in the Chester W. 
Hawrylciw Theater on the 
third floor of the Spurk build- 
ing. Additional performances 
will be held on March 27, April 
1, 2, 3 at 7:30 p.m. and March 


31 at 4:00 p.m. 
For more information, 
contact contact Susan 


Sanders at 978-556-3374 or 
ssanders@necc.mass.edu. 


New transfer policy comes to NECC 


Policy allows easier 
transfer of credits to 


four-year schools 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 


When we 
ee think of com- 
= munity college 
we think of a 
stepping stone 


in the right 
direction, a 
chance to 
spread your 


educational 
wings and become something great. 
With so many wonderful opportuni- 
ties here at NECC it is no wonder that 
more and more students are taking 
part in the Mass Transfer Program. 
This program, created with the same 
intentions as the Joint Admissions 


program, focuses on the growth of 


the student. This program was specif- 
ically molded to fit a transfer stu- 
dent’s needs. 
According to the 
Policy, this program was made to 
provide community college students 
who graduate designated programs 
with their associate’s degree, and 
abide by the Mass Transfer guide 
lines for credit transfers, with the 
opportunity to transfer to a four year, 
state school with guaranteed admis- 
sion as well as tuition discount. The 
student must complete the required 
block of credited courses which will 
easily transfer to any applicable state 
school. All of the required classes 
add up to make a total of 34 credits, 
mostly consisting of general study 
courses. This program takes over the 


Mass Transfer 


reigns of the joint admissions pro- 
gram. 

“There was a lot of confusion 
with the joint admissions program. 
Students thought that if they were in 


The winners of the President’s Day trivia contest, | 


Blue ribbon pie 


Christina Schneider photo 


Andrew Ryan and Shuxin Zhang, received their cherry 
pies from Professors Richard Padova, right, and Andy 
Morse at the Contemporary Affairs meeting on March 3. 


J 


that program then all of their credited 
course would transfer smoothly with 
them, which is false because it only 
grants you admission to an applicable 
state school,” said the Dean of 
Academic Advising, Grace Young. 

The Mass Transfer Program has 
been put into full effect for all stu- 
dents who declared a major in Fall 
2009, and forward. However, for all 
students who would like to take 
advantage of the joint admissions 
program and had declared a designat- 
ed Joint Admissions approved pro- 
gram of study before fall 2009 are 
able to still receive joint admission to 
state schools. The only catch with 
that is that the student who is going 
forward with the joint admission pro- 
gram must graduate NECC in or by 
2013, and move onto a four-year 
school for the 2014 academic year. 

Young and many other school 
officials feel as though this new Mass 
Transfer Program is an improvement 
and a step up from the joint admis- 
sions program. 

“This allows student the ability to 
get most of their core classes out of 
the way before transferring over into 
a four-year school,,” said Young. 

Young and her advising staff 
have been around both the Lawrence 
and Haverhill campus’ urging stu- 
dents to recognize what kind of 
opportunities NECC has to offer to 
their prospective transfer students. 
The Mass Transfer program inte- 
grates.all three programs offered at 
NECC, which are Joint Admissions, 
Commonwealth Transfer Compact, 
and the Tuition Advantage Program. 

All these programs were geared 
toward helping students to grow and 
push them towards a_ bachelors 
degree. When in the Mass Transfer 
Program, students are eligible to 
receive 33% off tuition if they have a 
GPA of 3.0 or better, and automatic 
admission if their GPA is 2.0 or bet- 
ter, along with associates degree in 


Courtesy photo 


Grace Young takes the time to talk with a student 
about the new transfer policy at NECC. 


designated programs. 

“Even if a state school is not what 
interests a particular student, NECC 
still has agreements with many well- 
known private colleges and universi- 
ties in the area which can make the 
transfer for a student much easier,” 
Young said. 


If students are interested in learn- 
ing more about the joint admissions, 
Mass Transfer program, or even 
NECC school agreements then please 
feel free to visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/advising/trans- 
fer or www.bhe.mass.edu/masstrans- 
fer. 


Socializing through sports 


Intramural soccer 


has scored a hit with 
NECC students 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


On a highly intense indoor soc- 
cer game played at the gymnasium 
this Monday, the Yellow team 
emerged as the winnners slamming 
the Blue team with a win of 11 
goals to 9. 

“Normally we have one team 
beating the other badly but it seems 


today the team were even,” said 
Maureen Saliba the Assistant 
Director of Intramurals and 


Recreation who was the referee and 
also the coach for both teams. The 
game started at a high pace with 
each team having six people per 
team. Yellow was the first to score 
within 2 minutes of the game and 
thereby challenging the hopes of 
many who expected the Blue team 


to dominate the game. 


Within the first ten minutes of 


the game, Yellow team had scored 
three goals. Deb Card scored the 
opening goal and An Huang scored 
two. With the Blue team going 
down the Coach Maureen known to 
the players as “MO” made substitu- 
tions for the Blue Team bringing in 
Amadyson Rafael to replace Tim 
Leclaire. The substitution seemed 
to work for the blue team as they 
got two goals within two minutes 
with Amadyson the substitution 
scoring one and assisting in the sec- 
ond one scored by Javier. 

Making the score 3-2. The yel- 
low team steamed up the field with 
two long range goals from Alex 
Gardikiotis who was shooting from 
the defence line. The game lasted 
for an hour with students switching 
for the others to play in a field that 
could only accommodate 6 people 
per team. 

Students were shouting and 
cheering. One could tell that they 
were having the time of very much 
enjoying this game. Students man- 


aged to hug and congratulate each 
other. After the game student met at 
the lobby of the engagement center 
to have a get together and also cool 
off their sweaty bodies before their 
next classes. 

“That was a good game — 
I feel bad for scoring on my side,” 
said a player, who scored the 11th 
goal for the yellow team. His fellow 
teammates assured him that it was 
just a friendly game and so he 
shouldn’t feel bad. Though with 
much fun at the soccer match some 
students complained of the area 
being small and most of them were 
voicing for soccer to be kept out- 
doors. 

“It was too hot and there was no 
fresh air,” ‘said Tim Leclair. The 
indoor soccer led to the birth of a 
new indoor soccer team being 
formed. The team comprises of 
only students and they are planning 
to meet on Mondays. Salib ended 
the game by stating 

“It’s a good thing to have stu- 
dents enjoy and have them socialize 
in a sporty manner.” 


Professors show off 
their artistic flair at 
NECC art show 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


A real artist can bring emotion 
to life on a single piece of paper 
through a snapshot of one particu- 
lar moment or event. At Northern 
Essex Community College, the stu- 
dents hold an abundance of artistic 
talent, whether it’s through paint- 
ing, photography or illustration. 

However, there are artists 
among-the NECC community who 
are not as widely recognized: the 
faculty. 

On March 3, 12 faculty mem- 
bers finally had the chance to 
showcase their talents at the open- 
ing reception of the first faculty art 
show. 

The reception was held in the 
former conference center in the 
rear of the Bentley library. During 


‘Alice’ 
beaut 


New twist on on old 
tales works big 
screen wonders 


By AARON Foss 
Correspondent 


In his twenty year plus career 
as a film director, Tim Burton has 
established himself as one of 
Hollywood's premiere directors. 
With his own uniquely stylized 
dark and brooding style, he has 
earned himself legions of fans. If 
you are one of them, you may find 
dike me, that his new outing may 
be his most unique yet. 

Burton's treatment of the Lewis 
Carroll novels Alice's Adventures 
in Wonderland and Through the 
Looking-Glass is a reimagining 
and blends elements of both of 
them along with his own spin. This 
is not your-children's Disney fare. 
Burton's “Alice in Wonderland” is 
a dark, foggy world of muted col- 
ors and shadows. He teams with 
Johnny Depp and Helena Bonham 
Carter once again, the seventh and 
sixth time respectively, as they star 
as the movie's two lead roles in the 
Mad Hatter and the Red Queen. 

Newcomer Mia Wasikowska 
portrays Alice who is now nineteen 
years old. After following the 
White Rabbit once again, Alice 
finds herself once more in a grow- 
ing and shrinking in size and deal- 
ing with all matter of odd talking 
animals, plants and other crea- 
tures. All the Carrol characters are 
there including the Cheshire Cat, 
Tweedle Dee and Dum, the 
Caterpillar, and Depp's Mad Hatter 
who escort Alice on her mission to 
reclaim Wonderland from Bonham 
Carter's Red Queen and reestablish 
the White Queen (Anne Hathaway) 


the renovations, this space was 
painted white and dedicated to dis- 
playing artwork. 

“Believe it or not this is the 
first (faculty) art show,” said 
Professor Patricia Kidney, chair of 


the NECC Art and Design 
Department. 
Dozens of people walked 


around the room taking in the 
paintings and illustrations and try- 
ing to figure out the meaning 
behind them. 

Turning their heads from side 
to side, studying every color, line 
and word within the frame. 

“People are going to interact 
with it the way they want,” said 
Professor Marc Mannheimer. 

He also said once a piece 
leaves his hands it is not “his” any- 
more. It is completely up to the 
individual to decide what the paint- 
ing means. For everyone has differ- 
ent experiences and will therefore 
see things in a different way. 

Art Professor Kate Zehnter dis- 
played two pieces of artwork “TXT 
messaging with white noise” and 
“Lotus.” 


“When I was sick with the 
measles, my mother thought she 
would entertain me,” Zehtner said. 

She has painting ever since and 
said that it is inner driven and gives 
her a sense of peace. 

“It's kind of like a journal for 
me I paint my life,” Zehtner said. 

Courtney Jordan, an art profes- 
sor at NECC, has been working as 
a painter since graduate school and 
has a piece of work called “Blue 
Dynamo” displaying in the gallery. 

“Criticism of any kind you can 
use to change and adapt,” Jordan 
said. “If other people perceive it as 
great. or not so great you want to 
know.” 

The faculty art show will remain 
open until March 26 during regular 
library hours. During April there will 
be a student show for exiting students. 

The current artist on displayed 
are include Laura Carroll, Catherine 
Eldredge, Rachel Hellmann, Lance 
Hidy, Courtney Jordan, Marc 
Mannheimer, Wayne Madsen, Brian 
Martin, Jerre Oates, Kim Pickard, 
Marla Sweeney, Biff Ward, and 
Kate Zehtner. 


erforms 
lly, darkly 


MCT campus photo 


Helena Bonham Carter stars as as the Red Queen in 


“Alice in Wonderland.” 

as its rightful ruler. The only way 
to do so is to defeat the Red 
Queen's secret weapon in the 
Jabberer. The story flows quite 
easily. Rather than the typical 
story of Alice wondering randomly 
and interacting with one character 
at a time, all the characters mix 
and mingle with each other and the 
young adult Alice. This provides 
much more play and conversation 
between them and the plot never 
stalls. 

Wasikowski is an acceptable, if 
not scene stealing Alice, but the 
movie really belongs to Depp and 
Bonham Carter. They are given all 
the good lines and both know how 
to play the madness and eccentric- 
ities of the characters to a tee. 


Among the mostly CGI characters 
the voice cast is superbly set with 
actors like Alan Rickman, Timothy 
Spall, Michael Sheen and 
Christopher Lee. The CGI all 
works well and doesn't over- 
whelm, but rather blends right 
along the edges of Burton's world. 
The computer characters don't 
stand out next to the human actors, 
but stand by them, making you for- 
get their origin. 

For any fan of Burton or the 
Alice stories, this is a must see. It's 
simply one more bizarre, twisted 
film that Burton can add to his 
menagerie. Entirely unique, this 
film is simply wonderful and a 
great escapist experience like only 
Burton can provide. 
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Chantal McGovern photo 


Professor Courtney Jordan looks over her colleagues’ 
work at the Faculty Art Show now on exhibit. 


IMAX is new 
film standard 


New movie medium 
raises the bar to new 
heights 


By MIKE DONOVAN 
Correspondent 


The millions of people like me 
who went out to see “Avatar” in 3- 
D IMAX are more than ready to 
catch the latest 3-D IMAX film. 
James Cameron's “Avatar” has 
reached a worldwide gross of $2.5 
billion, making it the highest 
grossing movie all-time, exceed- 
ing and doubling “Titanic.” I pre- 
dict that the popularity of 
“Avatar” and the inevitable suc- 
cess of “Alice in Wonderland” are 
going to lead to IMAX being a 
new standard for many moviego- 
ers. What are some of the things 
that make the “IMAX Experience” 
unique? 

- IMAX Corp. says a mix of 
digital and film projection “deliv- 
ers crystal clear images.” 

- Theater geometry maximizes 
digital sound quality. 

- Chair level design allows the 
viewer to have an uninterrupted 
visual experience. 

What I found to be a specifi- 
cally appealing quality of the 
IMAX film is the arrangement of 
the seating. The viewer has an 
excellent view with little to no 
obstruction from seats and heads 
in front of them, a quality often 
desired in the average movie the- 
ater. 

Be prepared to flinch more 
than once. Snowflakes, rain and 
anything else flying at you will 
appear to jump off the screen. The 
viewer experiences the feeling of 
interacting with the movie. The 
experience is difficult to compare 
to a regular film viewing. 

There are not many bad places 


to sit but the popularity of IMAX 
films has many theaters filling up 
quick. If you want your full 
money's worth you will want to 
arrive early. For the more patient 
moviegoer, IMAX movies tend to 
stay in theaters longer so if you 
want to maximize the experience 
wait until the movie has been out 
for a while and enjoy an empty 
theater. 

Some things may be, found to 
be annoying about the “IMAX 
Experience.” Wearing glasses in a 
movie theater is understandably a 
turnoff for some. They are fairly 
bulky and those concerned with 
germs may want to bring a disin- 
fectant if uncomfortable putting 
on the used glasses. 

The screen is also larger than 
an average theater screen and 
might even be considered too big. 
The large screen causes you to 
turn your head constantly through- 
out the film and can be bother- 
some to some viewers. An easy 
way around that is to sit further 
back. More distance will be less 
straining on the eyes and those 
who wish to optimize the experi- 
ence should make sure to arrive 
early for best seat selection. 

For those who remain skepti- 
cal about IMAX movies the reason 
is usually the larger price tag. 
IMAX movie prices are currently 
ranging anywhere from $12 to 
$20, close to doubling the average 
ticket price. Throw in popcorn, 
candy, and some drinks and your 
date is costing around $50. 

IMAX movies are a fairly new 
thing, and, like most new things, 
the cost will likely decrease. They 
are the future of movie viewing 
and we can only hope the technol- 
ogy continues to increase and the 
price of the ticket comes down. 

One thing is for sure, if you 
plan to get the movie on DVD you 
can expect it to fall short of the 
“IMAX Experience.” 
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Academy Awards deliver snubs, surprises 


‘The Hurt Locker’ 
overtakes ‘Avatar’ 


at the awards 


By AARON Foss 
Correspondent 


The 82nd 
annual 
Academy 
Awards are in 
the books and 
this year, like 
many, was 
filled with the 
good and the 
not so good 

: moments that 
we've come to expect. Here are some 
of the highlights and lowlights of this 
year's ceremony. 

Credit has to be given where it's 
due. The Oscars voted right this year 
in regards to “The Hurt Locker” and 
its six wins while shutting down the 
James Cameron favorite “Avatar” 
from competition in the major cate- 
gories. They picked substance over 
style, the Mona Lisa over a set of jin- 
gling keys. Among its wins were Best 
Picture, Best Original Screenplay, 
and Best Director for Katheryn 
Bigelow who became the first female 
in Oscar history to win that award. In 
what could be called the biggest sur- 
prise of a overly predictable night, 
the film also managed to steal away a 
few technical awards from “Avatar” 


that fits 


including Best Sound Mixing and 
Best Sound Editing. “Avatar” took 
home the remainder of the batch with 
maybe the most obvious awards in 
Oscar history for Best 
Cinematography, Visual Effects and 
Art Direction. 

While “The Hurt Locker” wasn't 
my favorite film of the year, it had 
Taw intensity, a cohesive and impor- 
tant story, fine acting, and stood for 
something. I didn't see “Avatar” and 
never will; it's everything that is 
wrong with film and takes movies in 
a direction they shouldn't go. Sorry if 
it makes all the “avatards” angry, but 
you have your two shiny sequels to 
look forward to. 

Christoph Waltz and Mo'Nique 
both won in supporting roles for their 
great respective performances in 
“Inglorious Basterds” and “Precious” 
to the delight of fans of both films. It 
is hard to argue against either per- 
formance winning. “The Weary Kind 
(Theme from Crazy Heart)” won 
writers Ryan Bingham and music 
legend T-Bone Burnett their first tro- 
phies for penning the gritty and 
haunting lament in what was my 
favorite win of the night for a song 
and film I've come to adore. 

Not all was good in the Kodak 
Theater though. The biggest snub of 
the night came in the form of “Up in 
the Air” not winning a single award, 
despite being nominated for six. Due 
to its incredible script of warm 
dialouge and humor, it was heavily 
expected to win the Best Adapted 
Screenplay Oscar, which instead 
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went to “Precious”. “Up in the Air” 
was my second favorite movie from 
last year. It is an intense study of self- 
imposed self-isolation in an increas- 
ingly technoligical and fast paced 
society that had one of the best 
scripts in recent memory, full of witty 
banter from stars George Clooney, 
Vera Farmiga and Anna Kendrick. 
Despite being a critical and fan 
favorite, the Academy went another 
way, but please be sure not to miss 
one of the great modern day films 
and see it if you haven't. 

Sandra Bullock won an Oscar. 
That's all that needs to be said. As 
Carey Mulligan, who should have 
won, sat in the seats alongside previ- 
ous winners Meryl Streep and Helen 
Mirren, they called her name and 
thoughts of Marisa Tomei came to 
mind for people all over the country. 
Sandra Bullock is a terrible, uninspir- 
ing actress and it's an insult to 
include her among the names of past 
winners. This one was a huge swing 
and miss. Let's move on before I 
begin to feel my lunch rise up again. 

I loved Jeff Bridges in “Crazy 
Heart” and seeing him take home a 
trophy was fun, but as most people 
thought, it was given to him as more 
of a “sorry we snubbed you four 
times” award. George Clooney was 
far better and though I don't believe 
so, many think Jeremy Renner also 
topped Bridges. There is a lifetime 
acheivement award for people like 
Bridges. If he was the best, then fine, 
but he wasn't. Let's keep the perform- 
ance in mind, instead of trying to fix 


Apply today, next ciasse:s 


Screenwriter/producer Mark Boal, 


MCT Campus photo 
director Kathryn 


Bigelow and producer Greg Shapiro won Best Picture 


for "The Hurt Locker." 


past mistakes 

Besides the awards, the five per- 
son lovefest that occurred before 
each of the lead acting trophies were 
handed out completely overshad- 
owed the actual wins. What does 
Oprah Winfrey know about 
Gabourey Sidibe? I'm guessing not 
much. This whole charade reeked of 
self-indulgent ego stroking and false- 
hoods and by the time they had fin- 
ished, the award was announced and 


enn U 


Start the week 


Summer 2010 Courses 

¢ Graduate and undergraduate courses in business, 
caleulus, photography, and many more topics 

* Take a full sequence of science courses that can 
be completed in 12 weeks on a summer schedule 


Degree Completion Programs 
* Transfer in your associate degree credits and 
complete your bachelor’s degree in just 18 months 
* Programs in Management, IT, Finance 
& Accounting, Leadership, and more 


Flexible Credit Transfers 
* Dedicated transfer officers to help 
maximize your credits 


* ‘Transfer in up to 60 semester hours of credit 
into any bachelor’s 


degree program 


Convenient Formats 
* Campuses in and around Boston and online 


* Evening, weekend, and online classes 


the speeches given, it had taken half 
an hour to give out two awards. The 
time of the winners speeches or more 
clips of their performances could 
have been shown. 

No matter what your favorite was 
or if you’re happy with the results, 
make sure to get out and see all these 
films. Win or lose, they were all nom- 
inated for a reason, they were among 
the best of the year and everybody 
should expose themselves to them. 


About to Complete your 


Associate Degree? 


Take your Aaibiane ste to the next level. 


Begin earning your bachelor’s dex t Northeas 


ot ann, 5/24, and 716. 


Northeastern University 


College of Professional Studies ° 


www.northeastern.edu/cps 
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Meet the girl behind 
some of the good 
deeds at NECC 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Correspondent 


Community Outreach Group 
(COG) is a group on campus known 
for gathering students and faculty 
alike in united efforts to engage in 
important issues here on campus. 

Bake sales, food drives, and 
recent fundraisers supporting the Haiti 
relief effort are all collaborative 
efforts that characterize the active 
group here on campus. 

While students and faculty are 
aware of these endeavors, many are 
not familiar with one of the driving 
forces behind them. 

' Allow me to put a face to these 
introduce 
Reanne Malesky, president of the 
Community Outreach Group here at 


_ NECC. 


This is Malesky's fourth semester 


“here at NECC. She will graduate with 


an Associates degree in business and 
has plans to move onto a Mass. state 
school. In her time at NECC she has 


! served as President of COG and Vice 


President of the Gay Straight Alliance, 
worked in Amnesty International, in 
addition to completing the Student 
Leadership program and being a 
member and delegated Student 


Ambassador of the Honors Program. 
Malesky also recently won. the 
Student Affairs Committee’s inaugral 
“Student of the Month” award. 

“I do a lot ... I just really like 
doing things for other people” 
Malesky said. “I don't feel good unless 
I'm stressed and running around.” 

Her recent efforts in COG have 
been organizing the campus-wide 
efforts to raise money for the Haiti 
relief fund which will be donated to 
Partners in Health in Boston. 

This collaborative effort is 
responsible for the most recent bake 
sale at the Haverhill campus on Feb. 
17 that raised over $600 in profits in 
one day. : 

Engaging customers, accepting 
donations, greeting students by name, 
and enticing them to buy “delicious 
baked goods,” Malesky did every- 
thing in her ability to make the most 
from this fundraiser. 

As classes let out and the lobby 
began to fill up she looked to her fel- 
low volunteers and reluctantly said 
“Alright, gonna start yelling again” 
and proceeded to stand up on a bench 
and advertise “We've got cookies, 
we've got brownies all on a donation 
basis. $1, $2, 50 cents whatever you 
can. Help us help Haiti!” 

It was this boldness combined 
with her leadership and organizational 
abilities that helped make this event a 
success. 

Not only did Malesky help organ- 
ize the event, she hit the pavement, 
hanging posters around campus and 


Lit mag helps 
students let it 


Parnassus allows 
students to express 
themselves 


By LINDSAY DASKE 
Correspondent 


In a. world full of people, we 
strive to be individuals, to be seen 
and to be heard. In a given day we 
embrace so many opportunities to 
express ourselves. From the music 
we listen to, to the subjects we 
study, and the clothes we wear, 
these are all different avenues we 
take to define ourselves from the 
masses. 

“Art enables us to find our- 
selves and lose ourselves at the 
same time,” said author Tom 
Merton. For many people their art 
is the ultimate representation of 
who they are. Here at NECC stu- 
dents are very fortunate to have a 
literary arts magazine that respects 
and encourages expression. 

For many, our lives present 
very limited external opportunities 
to express ourselves. College, 
however, doesn't just allow us to 
express and develop ourselves, it 
forces us to. With the amount of 


| Stress the average college student 
' endures between deadlines, papers, 


tests, and self discovery they need 
an outlet. 

“So yes, once more, we offer to 
our fair-minded readership the most 


4 
> 


succulent pinnacles and savory 
summits that NECC's vast and 
vaulted creative minded population 
has offered up to the eternal judg- 
ment of literary immortality.” This 
is an excerpt from the introduction 
of the 2009 edition of Parnassus. 
Though it may not have been inten- 
tional I believe within this quote 

there is a clear 


statement. 


mission 
Parnassus has been allowing the 
students of Northern Essex to 
express themselves for the last 35 


years. 

The magazine is comprised of 
four sections: poetry, gallery, cre- 
ative non-fiction, and fiction. 
Student poets, photographers, and 


keeping volunteers informed and 
involved in the event planning. On the 
day of the bake sale, she was first on 
the scene, setting up at 8:30 in the 
morning and staying until after 3:00 
cleaning up the leftover items and 
counting the profits. 

Professor Meredith Gunning is 
the faculty advisor of COG, and 
admits she has seen Malesky grow 
throughout her time in the group. 

“Reanne is collaborative, courte- 
ous of others ideas and most impor- 
tantly when she says she'll do some- 
thing, she does it,” said Gunning. 

Dina Brown, director of the 
Student Engagement Center, said it is 
these leadership qualities that have 
made her the leader she is in both 
COG and GSA, 

“She has great leadership quali- 
ties... communicative skills, passion 
and attention to detail... that helps her 
clubs succeed... and she seems to 
have a real desire to help those less 
fortunate,” Brown said. 

Malesky said this desire to help 
others is true to her personality, but 
she also admits a weakness: “I don't 
know how to say no!” 

Anyone to interact with Malesky 
will immediately recognize this open- 
ness and defined sense of self. It is 
these qualities that attract students, 
faculty, and campus staff alike. 

Chief of Security, Bill Blouin, 
came to know Malesky through her 
involvement on campus and although 
he comes in contact with many differ- 
ent faces at the school, he admits that 


all out 


authors are encouraged to submit 
work applicable to any of these cat- 
egories. 

“T have always wanted to submit 
my pictures into something but I've 
never really known where you sub- 
mit pictures to. I think this could be 
what I was looking for,” said Kelsey 
Collins, a Psychology major, and 
possible participant in the newest 
edition of Parnassus. 

If you would like to 


learn more about 
Parnassus you can visit the 
Web Site at 


http://www.parnassuslit- 
mag.com/, or if you are 
interested in submitting a 
piece of your work for pos- 
sible publication you can do 
it in person on the third floor 
of the Spurk (C-building). 

A new stipulation to the 
submission process is that all 
prospective publishers must 
attach a short biography 
(under 150 words) that is to be 
written in third person narra- 
tive. This must be submitted 
with your piece of work. 

Don't settle for being one in 
the crowd. Don't settle for let- 
ting your Abercrombie sweater, 
or the Lady Gaga CD you blast in 
your car talk for you. Speak for 
yourself. Be heard this semester by 
submitting your thoughts and hard 
work to Parnassus where your 
expression is recognized and appre- 
ciated. 


Courtesy photo 


Reanne Malesky, president of Community Outreach 
Group and vice president of the Gay/Straight Alliance. 


Malesky has made a special impres- 
sion on him throughout her four 
semesters at the school, especially in 
her response to misfortune last semes- 
ter. 

During the fall food drive that 
took place last semester, Blouin 
shared that someone had stolen some 
donated food items. While others were 
shocked and dismayed by the inci- 
dent, she had a different response. 

“Don't worry about it, it went to 
the right people... it went to someone 


that needed it,” said Malesky. 

Meeting people like Malesky, 
“that care and really get things done,” 
he says is the positive aspect of his job 

Stopping by the Help for Haiti 
bake sale he spoke on behalf of many 
when he said “You've been my 
favorite for years, don't stop now!” 

Although she will move onto new 
things upon graduating this spring, she 
will not cease to be who she is, a gift- 
ed leader and a treasured student and 
friend to many at NECC. 


Denim makes 


a comeback 


Spring fashion is 


daring and new 


By S.J AUCHTERLONIE 
Correspondent 


Finally, it's March! Time to spring 
ahead look forward to warmish, sunny 
weather, and pretend the odds of get- 
ting another snow storm before open- 
ing day are slim. 

With springtime comes new fash- 
ion trends and no one was more excit- 
ed to see the new ELLE magazine on 
my doorstep than me. Fully equipped 
with a 10 page spread of the newest 
fads, I was in heaven. After reading it 
cover to cover, twice, I realized some- 
thing. Where on earth am I going to 
wear ruffled silk pants? Or a chiffon 
and lace bodysuit blouse? Python 
bag? 

Who cares? ELLE explains that 
this season's looks “call for a sense of 
adventure and daring.”Awesome. 
Seeing as though no one is more qual- 
ified for adventurous clothing (espe- 
cially footwear) than the students of 
NECC. Don't believe me? Have you 
seen the puddles on campus? 

The magazine's March 2010 edi- 
tion describes the top 14 trends -that 
are must-tries for the upcoming balmy 
months. They include sporty bags, 
silky bed jackets, embellished, dis- 
tressed, and leather t-shirts, army jack- 
ets, cheerleader skirts, and fringe. I'm 
in love with all of it. 

The only thing is, although equal 
parts quirky and coveted, such crazes 
are not exactly campus-friendly. The 
last thing I want to do is shimmy into 
the already too-small college desks in 
a “cheerleader skirt.” 


So what are we slaves to fashion 
girls supposed to do? 

Play, experiment, and have fun 
with our clothes. Backpacks are back 
(so are fanny-packs, GASP!), along 
with oversized carryalls, so already 
the majority of us are one up on the 
fashion world. Also, instead of reach- 
ing for a hoodie on a chilly morning, 
grab a blazer or a cropped trench coat, 
which ELLE also labels “essential” 
for the spring. Plus, you'll look ten 
times more pulled together. 

Feeling really daring? The maga- 
zine titles overalls as “your must-have 
denim piece.” 

Upon reading this, I had to ask fel- 
low student Bethany Schieding, a self 
professed denim addict, her opinion 
on the craze. 

“T always wear jeans, all different 
styles, from straight, wide leg, flair,” 
said Schieding. 

“T loved overalls as a child.” 
Schieding continues, “They're super 
comfy, but as a 23-year-old, I don't 
think they're age appropriate or figure 
flattering.” 

To combat looking like you just 
climbed out of the sandbox, ELLE 
suggests that “denim's hottest new sil- 
houette requires feminine charm.” 
Adding a ruffled top or a girly hand- 
bag should do the trick. 

New styles come and go, so 
instead of judging the craziness that is 
a leather t-shirt, embrace it. Take a 
walk on the wild side and try some- 
thing new and “adventurous.” 

After all, it’s only March. April 
showers bring May flowers and that's 
a whole lot of puddles in the future. So 
spring forward, cuff those overalls, 
and make sure you put an extra pair of 
socks in your fanny pack. 
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Wilfork will receive 
$40 million over 
the next five years 


By Matt McCarron 
Sports Editor 


Aad te, F 
being on the 
losing end of a 


33-14 beat 
down, cour- 
tesy of the 


Baltimore 
Ravens, the 

‘ New England 
Patriots have teat a long, hard look 
at what needs to be addressed for the 
upcoming 2010 season. 

As the NFL begins it's uncapped 
year the Patriots have been active 
signing and re-signing players. With 
the 2010 season being an uncapped 
year, due to the inability of the 
Players’ Union and NFL owners to 
come to terms on a new collective 
bargaining agreement, the opportuni- 
ty for teams to spend freely has 
arrived. All 32 teams, including the 
Patriots, will also be looking to the 
upcoming NFL Draft as another 
chance to improve. 

On Friday Mar. 5 the Patriots re- 
signed linebacker Tully Banta-Cain, 
but that was not the major story con- 
cerning the Pats. Rumors abounded 
that the Patriots and All-Pro defen- 
sive lineman Vince Wilfork. Then on 
Mar. 6 the offical announement was 


made. The contract is worth $40 mil- 
lion over five years, including $25 


-million guaranteed. The move 


assures the Patriots will have a cen- 
terpiece to anchor their defensive line 
around for the foreseeable future. 

It's a good thing Wilfork is stay- 
ing, because the direction that the 
Pats defense was headed in at the end 
of the 2009 season was the correct 
one. Last season the team struggled 
on the defensive side of the ball. The 
departures of veterans such as Tedy 
Bruschi, Mike Vrabel, Richard 
Seymour and Rodney Harrison left 
the linebackers and secondary with- 
out leadership. Now that Wilfork is 
staying in New England he will con- 
tinue to bring veteran leadership to 
the Pats’ defense. 

The deal will also eliminate any 
tensions between Wilfork and the 
team. Wilfork wasn't happy after the 
Patriots announced they would put 
the franchise tag on him for the 2010 
season. The franchise tag allows 
team to place a one-year deal on a 
player, but the team must pay him the 
average of the top five players at his 
position. 

In a January interview on WEEI 
Wilfork expressed his frustration. 

"(The franchise tag] is decent 
money for most people out there. 
What I do, it's OK," said Wilfork. 
"But I don't look at myself as an OK 
player. Like I said, it's just basically a 
slap in my face and an insult to me to 
basically tell me I'm an OK player." 

Wilfork said he didn't like the 
long-term deal the Patriots had on the 
table and was ready to move on if he 


and the team couldn't come to an 
agreement. 

"I want a long-term deal or I want 
to be free. Point blank," said Wilfork. 
“T would love to stay in New England 
if I had the chance. I love New 
England because of my teammates, 
my family. My son, the friends and 
connections we've made up there, it's 
some great people up there. But if it 
doesn't work out I'll weigh my 
options, I tell you that." 

Thankfully for Patriots fans, 
Wilfork was never allowed to test the 
waters of free agency. 

"Thanks to everyone who sup- 
ported us during our time here in 
New England, it has meant a great 
deal to us," said Wilfork via Twitter. 
"With that being said we are pleased 
to say we will be here for MANY 
more years to come." 

Although the re-signing of 
Wilfork eliminates a major uncertain- 
ty the Patriots still have many ques- 
tions to answer and positions to fill if 
they want to return to the top of the 
NFL. : 

Quarterback Tom Brady needs to 
retum to his prior form if the Pats 
want to have any shot next season. 
Brady, who returned to the team after 
missing the entire 2008 season with a 
knee injury appeared to be unsure 
and even timid at certain times last 
season. In the playoff loss to the 
Ravens, Brady made uncharacteristic 
plays that lead to Ravens’ touch- 
downs. 

However, Brady won't be able to 
make deep passes down the field 
unless the offensive line protects him 


Missing Manny 


The Sox havent been 
able to replace 
Ramirez s numbers 


By AARON Foss 
Correspondent 


I still 
remember 
standing in the 
local pizzeria 
and hearing 
the buzz as 
everyone 
looked to the 
poe. 1] 
flatscreen TV 
in the corner 
as the news and details of the Manny 
Ramirez trade scrolled across the 
ticker. I thought there was something 
wrong with the screen when it said 
the Red Sox has only acquired Jason 
Bay in the trade. There wasn't. 

Don't get we wrong, I'm not say- 
ing Ramirez shouldn't have been 
traded. His lack of effort, altercations 
with teammates, and general attitude 
ensured that he would be. The prob- 
lem was that it was Theo Epstein's 
job to make sure the value we got in 
retum was equal to what we were 
giving away. Again, it wasn't, not 
even remotely close. Ramirez was 
traded simply to get rid of him as 
soon as possible. That day I called it 
“the worst trade they've made since 
Babe Ruth” and said to everyone it 
would effect*them in the long run if 


not now. I think my prediction is 
starting to ring true. 

Manny's career stats are incredi- 
ble to look at. He's a 12 time All Star, 
nine time Silver Slugger, with a 
career batting average well over .300 
and 546 home runs. In the next few 
years he'll he creeping close to the 
2,000 RBI mark and has a very good 
chance to make the ultra elite 3,000 
hit club by the time he calls it quits. 
He's without question the greatest 
offensive player of the last ten years, 
arguably one of the greatest ever. 

While Bay was a fine player and 
an offensive powerhouse, he's gone 
now, going to the Mets this offsea- 
son, proving he cares more about 
money than winning championships 
and that's fine. We got a full season 
and two extra months out of him and 
now he's gone. Ramirez is gone and 
there is nothing to show for it on a 
team that has many questions sur- 
rounding key positions, players and a 
questionable offensive after last the 
collapse during the playoffs. 

The middle relief of Ramon 
Ramirez and Manny Delcarmen was 
atrocious the second half of last sea- 
son: Mike Lowell is a constant injury 
risk who, if not traded, will be 
benched the start of this year. Even 
with the addition of Adrein Beltre 
and Victor Martinez, the offense has 
yet to live up to anything close to 
what is was in either of the champi- 
onship seasons. Marco Scutaro is an 
acceptable, but not a long-term short- 
stop of any exceptional defensive 
value . 
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Ramirez was pivotal in 


the ‘04 and ‘07 playoffs. 


With all these issues cropping up, 
it would be a lot simpler, and many 
more options would be open, had the 
Theo not pulled the trigger prema- 
turely. A handful of minor leaguers or 
a few draft picks would let the 
already deep farm system be even 
moreso. You don't trade away a play- 
er of Manny's caliber without getting 
equal value in return and not pay for 
it. Manny may be gone, but his 
specter still haunts this team. 


; mcr Campus photo 


Keeping Wilfork in a Patriots uniform will ensure 
veteran leadership for the forseeable future. 


and gives him time to throw. Starting 
right guard Stephen Neal missed 
much of last season due to injury. The 
line also had many young and talent- 
ed players that should only get better 
this year. Tackle Sebastian Vollmer 
started 14 games last year and was a 
major contributer to the line, only 
allowing 18 sacks last season. The 
likes of Rich Ohmberger and Ryan 
Wendell add to a good crop of young 
talent. 


The secondary needs to get 
younger; otherwise they will once 
again be left in the dust of opposing 
wide receivers. Look for the Patriots 
to go after cornerbacks and safeties 
in the upcoming draft. If the Patriots 
have a successful draft they might be 
able to solve some of the problems 
they faced going into the 2010 sea- 
son. 


Knights 
target Texas 


Knights look for 
offense and defense 
to lead the way 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


Northern 
Essex baseball is 
hoping for a 
strong offensive 
season this year. 


compo- 
nent to winning 
and a successful 
team, whether 
it’s for power or average. 

Defense is another key to win- 
ning. You can have all the offensive 
in the world, but without the defense 
it means nothing. This year’s team 
can expect a “Web Gem” type sea- 
son, which means making great plays 
defensively with little to no errors. 

Pitchers can be equally impor- 
tant, but if the pitchers don't receive 
run support the team will not be suc- 
cessful. Just look at the last four 
Major League Baseball World Series 
champions. The Yankees, Phillies, 
Red Sox and Cardinals all had 
slugfest like offenses. 

This year’s offense for Northern 
Essex will consist of infielder Alberto 


Acosta, who is one of three position- 
al players that were on last year’s ros- 
ter. Rays Roman, Joe Moritz, Steve 
Feldhouse,and Eric Poulin round out 
the infielders. These five players will 
all battle each other for two spots on 
the field: second base and shortstop. 
All five will look to contribute offen- 
sively too. 

Roman Mondalto, Mike Chartier, 
Kyle Johnson “and Anyelo Roman 
will also battle for two positions, first 
and third base, but once again, they 
will all look to contribute offensively. 

Anyelo Roman, Roman 
Mondalto and Mike Chartier will be 
part of the pitching staff. 

As for the outfielders, Kevin 
Skop, Nick Waszczuk and Steven 
Cabrera won’t need to battle each 
other for positions because there are 
only three outfield spots and only 
three players. This should favor the 
outfielders because they can just con- 
centrate on their offense instead of 
worrying whether or not they will be 
starting. 

Finally the catcher position will 
be filled by Paul Becotte and Kasey 
Donahue. The position was riddled 
with injuries last season. 

If the Knights keep their offense 
high-powered and their defense solid, 
the team and Northern Essex fans can 
expect to hear the cling of a metal bat 
continue into the late spring in Texas, 
which is where the NJCAA toura- 
ment will be held. 


Lago returns 


Lago shouldn t be 
remembered for his 
controversial photos 


' By Rick INGHAM 
Correspondent 


Seabrook, 
N.H. is home to 
many things: bars, 
a strip club, fire- 
works stores, tat- 
too parlors, and 
~ Olympic bronze 
medalist Scotty 
Lago. The world 
was introduced to Lago this past 
month in Vancouver at the 2010 
Winter Olympics where, as part of 
the U.S. Snowboarding team, the 22- 
year-old New Hampshire native was 
ready to take on the world alongside 
“superstar teammate Shaun White. 
‘Lago went on to take third place in 
the half pipe competition but his vic- 
tory was quickly overshadowed by 
controversy, all thanks to a set of 
/photos sold to the internet gossip 
website TMZ. 
Lago placed third behind Shaun 
White and Piiroinen Peetu of Finland 
in the final Men's Snowboard Half 
Pipe and was awarded his bronze 
| medal that night. Only two days after 
receiving the recognition, photos sur- 
’ faced online of Lago and an unnamed 
female wherein this anonymous 

admirer was biting his bronze and 
also putting her mouth to the medal- 
lion whilst holding it to the champi- 
_on's crotch. The Olympic committee 
| was not happy and Lago was prompt- 
_ ly persuaded to leave prior to the 
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Boats 


MCT Campus photo 


Seabrook, N.H. native Scotty Lago celebrates with — 
Shaun White after winning the bronze medal. 


closing ceremony. Yahoo News 
sports reporter, Jeff Passan, however 
paints a different picture explaining 
in a Feb. 20 article that Lago was 
forced to leave by the United States 
Olympic Committee (USOC). 
Regardless of whether Lago was 
forced to leave or not, he is, and will 
continue to be, a hometown hero. It's 
been over a week since the snow- 
boarder returned home and all along 
Route | in Seabrook, signs outside 
businesses laud his accomplishments. 
The truth of the matter is that the pic- 
tures are not a big deal. In fact, while 
some refer to the pictures as wildly 
inappropriate and racy, most people 
who see the photos (which are not 
hard to find, especially using an 
image search on the web) realize that 


Failing to make 


The Bruins botched 
their last chance to 


make a big trade 


| 
_ By STEVE SHARROCK 
| Correspondent 


The NHL trading deadline has 
| passed and Boston Bruins General 
| Manager Peter Chiarelli failed to 
make a move to put the Bruins over 
| the top and stay competitive. 

The Bruins are in a scary spot 
| right now, currently in 7th place in 
| the Eastern Conference and last in the 
|| NHL in goals scored. If there is any 
'team in the league that needed a 
| shake up or complete overhaul, it’s 


k It’s not that Chiarelli didn't do 
|| anything. He did acquire defenseman 
| Dennis Seidenberg and a prospect 
from the Florida Panthers for Byron 
Bitz, a minor leaguer and the Tampa 
Bay Lightning's second round pick, 
that the Bruins had. Then he traded 
for a conditional fourth round pick 
from the Phoenix Coyotes for Derek 
orris. Chiarelli had a chance to 
ake this team great and give people 
‘Some hope for the rest of the season, 
but he didn’t. 
_ The Bruins aren't that far away 
from being one of the elite teams in 
the NHL. After two consecutive 
years of promise, followed by heart- 
in the playoffs, this year's sea- 


son was set with high expectations. 
Fittingly, the Bruins have come out 
completely flat and have shown 
exactly how young and raw they truly 
are. 

So wouldn't an experienced play- 
er or two with the ability to put the 
puck in the net help out a struggling 
young team? I guess we'll have to 
wait to see. 

“T really think our group can 
score and we will score more,” 
Chiarelli said at Wednesday's press 
conference. 

You have to wonder if Chiarelli 
is watching the same team that the 
fans are. 

After 62 games the Bruins have 
scored 153 goals. That's 102 behind 
the first place Washington Capitals. 
One hundred and two, if that number 
is not a complete wakeup call then I 
don't what is. A deal for a top goal 
scorer was imperative and Chiarelli 
completely missed the opportunity. 

The thing that should really make 
the fans mad were the other deals that 
happened throughout the day for 
other teams. For example, the 
Buffalo Sabers, who are just two 
spots higher than the Bruins in the 
standings acquired forward Raffi 
Torres from the Columbus Blue 
Jackets for a prospect and a 2nd 
round pick in the 2010 draft. Torres 
has 19 goals and 12 assists on the 
season. Basically Torres is the perfect 
addition that the Bruins needed so 
desperately. 

The Bruins have nine picks in the 


it's nothing more than what any 22- 
year-old would be doing. 

What is important is the fact that 
Scotty Lago is a member of Team 
USA, and having pictures of him cast 
in that particular light reflected poor- 
ly on the team, and therefore the 
nation. 

Another Olympian named 
Michael Phelps caught flack in a sim- 
ilar manner after a photo of him hold- 
ing a bong surfaced online. The 
USOC expects the members of Team 
USA to act dignified and honorable at 
all times, which would be easy if 
people were not out taking pictures of 
them all the time. 


a move 


Wire photo 


GM Peter Chiarelli hopes 


new acquistions help B’s. 


lst and 2nd rounds in the next two 
drafts. So why couldn't the Bruins 
give up one of those picks for a play- 
er like Torres? I guess that is for 
Chiarelli, and the rest of the Bruins 
front office, to know and for the fans 
to complain about. 

The Bruins are very close to 
being a highly competitive team 
every time they step out on the ice. 
But some type of serious move was 
needed and the fact that Chiarelli 
couldn't pull the trigger on anything 


« significant is troubling. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who holds the Red Sox 
record for the most 
triples? 


2. Where is the 2010 
World Cup being held? 


3. Who do the Patriots 
face in season opener 
this year? 


4. What current Red Sox 


holds the record for the 
most saves? 


5. Who did the Patriots 
sign to a long-term deal 
worth $40 million? 
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5 Aries (March 21-April 
A f 20) Image: In an aban- 
doned church, a crystal bell 
Arie gently ringing Message: 
Hearing the inner voice. 
Minor ailments will this week demand 
attention. Areas affected are thighs, 
large muscle groups, digestive ailments 
and dental irritations. Some Aries 
natives will also experience vivid 
dreams or a new awareness of delicate 
family decisions. Sudden impressions 
may reveal a private romantic history: 
watch for surprising revelations. Later 
this week a past business associate may 
ask important questions. Workplace 
regulations and delayed payments are 
accented: stay alert. 
Taurus (April 21-May 
8) 20) Image: On a busy city 
street, curious tourists on a 
Taurus crowded bus Message: 
Expanded awareness. Before mid- 
week loved ones may press for answers 
or offer unexpected statements. Recent 
social or family triangles require 
patience and diplomacy. Stay focused 
on short-term solutions and expect 
public debate to soon provide revised 
home options. Wednesday through 
Saturday highlights subtle romantic 
overtures and new social invitations. A 
recently silent colleague or friend may 
reyeal a new love interest. If so, wait 
for obvious signals: emotions may be 
Gemini (May 21-June 
{| 21) Image: Before the 
Gemini ioning his cape Message: 
Knowing your strengths. 
health are highlighted over the next 
eight days. Many Geminis will now 
appointment to fade into the past. 
Remain dedicated to your own needs 


unpredictable. 

show, a young magician 
Fitness, sensuality and emotional 
allow physical ailment or romantic dis- 
and goals. Loved ones will soon offer 


group support and fresh options. After 


Thursday a new era of business 
involvement and career interest arrives. 
Use this time to search out new income 
sources or submit job applications. Key 
officials will be receptive: stay 
focused. 

Cancer (June 22-July 


{ ) 22) Image: A budgie 
Obey watching himself in a 
Cancer small plastic mirror 


Message: Reflective stud- 
ies. A close friend may this week gen- 
tly challenge your opinions or romantic 
choices. If so, remain philosophic and 
wait for progress. Minor jealousies 
between friends and group irritations 
will quickly vanish. Wednesday 
through Friday workplace discussions 
may trigger unusual group assignments 
or fast policy revisions. Ask for all that 
you want and expect key officials to 
react quickly to new suggestions. After 
Saturday rest and pamper the body. 
Emotional vitality is low. 

Leo (July 23-August 

JS2 22) Image: In Oz, 
Dorothy's hot air balloon 

leo slowly lifting off the 
ground Message: Going 
back. Romantic invitations are this 
week seductive and unavoidable. 
Monday through Thursday expect 
potential lovers to express withheld 
feelings or ask for added social atten- 
tion. Over the next three weeks new 
relationships will rapidly expand. Plan 
carefully and respond honestly to pas- 
sionate overtures for your loyalty. Later 
this week a past financial error may 
demand diplomacy. Remain patient: 
key officials or older family members 
will review all recent contracts and 
transactions. 
Virgo (August 23- 

| I) September 22) Image: On 

a secluded pond, a gaggle 
quacking ducks 


Virgo of 


Message: Aa Sea Work 
schedules will this week require 
detailed planning. After Tuesday 
expect loved ones to ask for added 
home dedication or renewed family 
commitments. For many Virgos busi- 
ness obligations and home demands 
are manageable in the coming weeks. 
Remain attentive to the needs of close 
friends and relatives. Thursday through 
Saturday accents unexpected social 
and romantic invitations. Pace your- 
self: before next week emotional over- 
tures may be confusing. 
Libra (September 23- 
October 23) Image: In the 
———< dark evening sky, a flurry 
Libra of fire flies Message: 
Vibrant ideas. Delayed job 
or financial applications now require 
your full attention. Before the end of 
February official paperwork, complet- 
ed documents and legal contracts will 
work to your advantage. Respond 
quickly to unique permissions and new 
proposals: bosses and managers will 
soon ask for extra dedication. Later this 


week a recently shy or withdrawn 
friend may offer a subtle romantic invi- 
tation. Trust your instincts: strong emo- 
tions or social triangles may soon 
prove bothersome. 
Scorpio (October 24- 
Il, November 22) Image: In 
springtime, a meadow of 
», blossoming wild flowers 
ial Message: Fresh instincts. 
Encourage shared duties and revised 
family schedules this week. Over the 
next nine days someone close may feel 
misunderstood or undervalued. Offer 
optimism and support: loved ones may 
need extra time to resolve past social 
disputes or romantic disappointments. 
Later this week sudden business inspi- 
ration may arrive. In the coming weeks 
career opportunities will demand con- 
sistent research. Find positive ways to 


We offer: 


nurture afew: your attention will = 
appreciated. 

Sagittarius (November 
23-December 21) Image: 
At a summer festival, 

te clowns, jugglers and gig- 
: gling children Message: 
Joining in. Complicated employment 
duties will soon disrupt daily routines. 
Early this week pay special attention to 
the private mistakes of younger col- 
leagues. Written documents or finan- 
cial calculations may need verification. 
Don't neglect small tasks. Key officials 
are silently evaluating your efforts. 
After Thursday friends and relatives 
may propose unique activities or fami- 
ly events. Be supportive: this is the 
right time to bring new creativity and 
social acceptance into the home. 

Capricom (December 22-January 

20) Image: Before dawn, a 

field of blossoming tulips 

Message: Growing pas- 
Capricorn sions. This week a surpris- 

ing romantic invitation may 
arrive without warming. Old lovers, 
forgotten friends or emotionally distant 
colleagues will now ask for greater 
involvement in your private life. New 
relationships are potentially rewarding. 
Cautiously explore sincere proposals. 
After mid-week take time to evaluate 
new business proposals and financial 
messages. In the coming weeks new 
income sources are available: remain 
dedicated to reliable facts, contracts 
and paperwork. 

Aquarius (January 21-February 

19) Image: At the end of a 

VN war, lovers __ kissing 
WN Message: Passion 
A ‘us Teclaimed. Over the next 
few days romantic passions 

will be deeply felt and easily 
expressed. Offer sincere reactions to 
fast social comments. At present, 
potential lovers will respond positively 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


* an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 


* financial aid 


* career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 


and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth and Salem, N-.H.. 


Brunswick, Maine. 


- Rebecca Scalera, SNHU transfer student 


on campus. on location. online. 


¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


up to $18,000 in grants and scholarships for full-time day students. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business administration, business 
studies, communication, graphic design, hospitality administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your degree online 


Hearing so many great things about SNHU really motivated me to transfer. | was 
attracted to the great advertising program, the size of the campus (the classes 
are the perfect size for me), and the location. 


For More information: 


Bethany Perkins 


Associate Director/Transfer Coordinator 


Office of Undergraduate 


b.perkins@snhu.edu 


Southern, a 
New Hamp lire 


Univesity 


Admission 


800.642.4968 | wiesnhu.edu/observer 


to group support and a cheerful attitude 
of acceptance. Thursday through 
Saturday a past business partner or 
employer may reappear. If so, expect 
unique proposals and complex 
requests. Financial possibilities are 
reliable if, and only if, all yesterday's 
debts or errors are corrected. Stay 
focused. 
Pisces (February 20- 
March 20) Image: A model 


ship in a clear, crystal bottle 
Pisces Message: Holding the 
moment. Improved 


employment strategies or new educa- 
tional programs will soon trigger 
intense discussion. Over the next few 
days friends and colleagues will 
encourage business creativity and 
increased skills. Don't hold back. This 
is a strong time for career planning and 
rekindled ambition. After mid-week a 
recently silent or withdrawn colleague 
May propose unique social events. 


Private emotions are extremely high | 


this week: expect a new romantic 
attractions to soon be revealed. 

If your birthday is _ this 
week...over the next 14 weeks new 
love affairs need to expand or include 
family celebrations, short-term travel 
and revised home schedules. If, how- 
ever, serious progress is stalled or 
delayed, expect sudden romantic 
change by mid-May. Passionate deci- 
sions and new social invitations will 
vie for your attention throughout the 
summer months. Remain cautious 
and wait for powerful feelings of 
acceptance to arrive. After August 
21st financial speculation will be 
misleading. Ask key officials for reli- 
able information and avoid risky 
investments or large purchase over 
the next four months. 


and 
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THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


02.4 


Annual Academy Awards WinnecS 
XE} 
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Whee Wee dou gugs? 


ACROSS 


1 __ Stephenson of “The 54 Secure with a key 
Forgotten” 55 Resound 
4 “The A-__” 56 Greek letter 


8 Smith or Geer 
12 Mamie’s man 
13 Opera solo 


57 Dinner for Mister Ed 
58 Prince William's alma mater 
59 Cleopatra’s downfall 


14 Nabisco cookie 
15 Org. once headed by Heston 
16 S. Epatha __ of “Law & Order” 


DOWN 
1 Tie securely 


18 Tony of “Who’s the Boss?” 2 Pod used for soup 
20 Sullivan and Bradley 3 Actor Orson __ 
21 “Two and a Half Men” role 4 Cornmeal shell Mexican dish 


24 Rayburn and Wilder 
28 Marg Helgenberger’s “CSI” role 


5 Before, in poetry 
6 “The Fresh Prince of Bel-__” 


iq Cy f Vv — oh 32 “Mike Hammer, Private __” 7 “Let's __ a Deal” 
Me ? eT ap i f¥eah but S¢hegl con® be a% bol : 33 Sitcom for Sherman Hemsley 8 “For Better or For __” 
fontesr) Oo rs" “ PASH) 1OUFr job Se, : te Rs dashes 34 Top-notch accountant, for short 9 Tax-collecting agcy. 
- Ay ts Gilt ———pe getis Se oNe 7 35 Whittle 10 __ G. Carroll 
Py = N 36 “__ Tin Tin” 11 Actor __ Chaney, Jr. 


> 
i 17 “The __ of Night” 

19 Newscaster Paula 

22 Part of the foot 

23 “__ in the bud!” (Barney Fife line) 


37 “Ghost __” 

39 Movie about a stray dog 
41 “__ ’70s Show” 

42 |ndustrious insect 


anh 


’ | . }3 herb 2 z 
}) Olea * Ae 
eS See. | cob 
if 


proWohng ar Clalsg 


Nee len. at) 


aay » 44 “__ of Endearment’ 25 Close at hand 
| AND 48 “Brothers & Sisters” actress 26 “Jane __”; Bronte novel and film 
yi a ; 27 Prophet 
basli Weicome bac . Lag aE ae ees Pee 28 Atkins Diet focus, for short 
tN, NA eo pom OE A 29 French girlfriend ; 
roe =a) € 3 30 Graceland Mansion’s state: abbr. 
| Peary Ps j 31 “Bridges” 
* Ws | 4} 35 Folksinger Seeger 
Chtaion Rand pate 37 Mr. Martindale 


38 George C. Scott movie 

40 Lemmon and Nicholson 

43 “...land of liberty, of __ | sing...” 
45 Actress Perlman 2 


NA 46 Floor pads 
Is|ulAlv[ifvlolAls 47 “Wife” 
BRK 48 Role on “Alice” 


49 Hawaii's Mauna __ 

50 Autumn month: abbr. 

51 “Sister __”; movie for Whoopi 
52 Fraternity letter 
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Contemporary Affairs Club goes to. 


The Conservative Political Action Committee (CPAC) was held Feb. 18 to 
21 in Washington, D.C. and NECC's Contemporary Affairs group was there to 
witness it. The group stayed in a hostel in downtown D.C. after traveling by 
overnight train to get there. 

Not only did they attend CPAC but they also visited many other museums 
and monuments while there. Some of the museums and monuments they went 
to were: the Washington Monument, the National Geographic Museum, the 
Lincoln Memorial, the Smithsonian, the WWII Memorial, the capital building, 
and the Supreme Court. 

When asked what her favorite part of the trip was Chantelle Montgomery 
replied, “The Lincoln Memorial was my favorite because they had the Martin 
Luther King speech playing and it was a very powerful moment. I also liked 
the National Geographic museum because I felt like I learned a lot.” 

Another student who attended was Lathon Jones-Downing who said, “The 
time that was had I felt was one of true education and leisure,” and when asked 
about CPAC said, “CPAC was filled with its comedies and controversies.” 

Overall the trip to Washington D.C. turned out to be a successful and 
enjoyable trip for the students of Contemporary Affairs. They look forward to 
taking the trip again next year. 


- Christina Schneider % 
ho pag Lathon Jones-Downing and Chantelle Montgomery 


Courtesy photos in front of the White House. 
eietcachens dl ies - 


SUMMER |: 
Day: May 17 - June 24 
Evening: May 17 - July 2 


SUMMER II: 
Day: July 6 - August 13 
Evening: July 6 - August 2 


- Enjoy Boston. 
Earn credit. 


Accelerate your studies with a Suffolk Summer Program. 


Suffolk University welcomes visiting undergraduate and graduate students to 
attend summer classes in the heart of Boston. 


@ Earn credit on campus, online, or abroad 

mw Choose courses in the College of Arts & Sciences and Sawyer Business School 
@ Take a 2-week Summer Institute course 

w Study abroad in exciting 2-6 week programs in Paris, Madrid, London and more 


www. suffolk.edu/summer 


